
 

Town of Newmarket receives provincial awards for 

Recreation & Culture initiatives 

 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, April 18, 2016 – This April, the Town of Newmarket was 
recognized and honoured for being a youth-friendly community, as well as their 
excellence in design and innovation, and having outstanding lifesaving aquatics 
programs.   
 

“Congratulations to all Newmarket staff and our residents who have worked diligently 
and contributed to being a community leading in innovation, design and recreation 
programs,” says Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “These awards recognize our 
creativity and our efforts for being a leading-edge community that is well beyond the 
ordinary.”  
 

The Town of Newmarket earned three awards through Parks and Recreation Ontario 
(PRO) and one award through Lifesaving Society with a total of four provincial awards: 

 2016 Youth Friendly Community award for programs that invest in youth play 

and demonstrate strong commitment to engaging youth from 13 to 19 years of 

age. 

 Excellence in Design award for the HollisWealth Story Pod – a free community-

supported lending library with a contemporary design that pivots open like a book 

cover allowing visitors to take/leave books or lounge. Recipients of this award 

demonstrate exceptional innovation in design, presentation and implementation 

in Parks and Recreation in Ontario.  

 Excellence in Innovation award for the Recreation Pop Up Shop – a temporary 

space and unique initiative that allowed Newmarket staff to engage with the 

public and for public to explore and try out various recreation programs offered 

by the Town. This award is presented for excellence in design of completed 

recreation and/or park facilities intended for public use. 

 Burlington Cup award for delivering extraordinary lifesaving and aquatics 

programs. This award is presented to the Municipal affiliate with the largest 

lifesaving program in a community with a population between 50,000 to 100,000 

residents. Points are awarded based on the completion of certifications. The 

Town of Newmarket also received mention and thanks for hosting the Ontario 

Lifeguard Championships in August 2015. 

“The Town of Newmarket is honoured to be recognized by Parks & Recreation Ontario 
and the Lifesaving Society as recipients of these awards,” says Colin Service, Director of 
Recreation and Culture. “These awards are a wonderful tribute to a passionate 
organization, dedicated staff team and a Council that is committed to ensuring 
opportunities exist for residents to connect with one another and enjoy their community.” 
 

For more information on programs, events and other Recreation and Culture initiatives at 
the Town, visit www.newmarket.ca/recreation or be sure to flip through the pages of our 
2016 Spring/Summer Activity Guide online or pick up your copy at one of our Town of 
Newmarket facilities. 
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About Parks and Recreation Ontario (PRO) 
Parks and Recreation Ontario (PRO) is a non-profit association that advances the health, 
social and environmental benefits of quality recreation and parks through evidence-
based practices, resources and collaborative partnerships. Formed in 1995 as a result of 
consolidation of former member organizations of the Parks and Recreation Federation of 
Ontario (PRFO), PRO now has over 5,200 members all with an interest in how 
recreation and parks contribute to healthy people and vibrant communities. 
 

About Lifesaving Society: 
The Lifesaving Society is a national volunteer organization and registered charity. They 
are a leader and partner in the delivery of water safety education throughout Canada 
and around the world. The Society operates globally in 
over 25 countries and takes the lead responsibility 
for drowning prevention in Canada. They have been 
teaching water safety and water rescue in Canada 
since 1896. 
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Philip Zambito 
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Email: pzambito@newmarket.ca  
905-953-5300 ext. 2044 

http://www.prontario.org/
http://www.prontario.org/
http://www.lifesavingsociety.com/home.aspx
http://www.newmarket.ca/ThingsToDo/Pages/Recreation%20and%20Culture/Registered%20Programs/Youth.aspx#!page=1&cat=Youth&addr=L3Y+1W1&age=-1
http://www.newmarket.ca/thingstodo/pages/holliswealth-story-pod.aspx
http://www.newmarket.ca/TownGovernment/Documents/Media%20Release%20-%20Visit%20our%20Recreation%20Pop%20Up%20Shop%20at%20Upper%20Canada%20Mall.pdf
http://www.newmarket.ca/ThingsToDo/Pages/Recreation%20and%20Culture/Registered%20Programs/Swimming.aspx#!page=1&cat=Swimming&addr=L3Y+1W1&age=-1
http://www.newmarket.ca/ThingsToDo/Pages/Recreation%20and%20Culture/Registered%20Programs/Swimming.aspx#!page=1&cat=Swimming&addr=L3Y+1W1&age=-1
http://www.newmarket.ca/recreation
http://www1.town.newmarket.on.ca/quik-e-link/brochurepdf/Summer/SpringSummerActivityGuide.pdf
mailto:pzambito@newmarket.ca


 

 
If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 


