
 

Town establishes Restricted Area for Driving Schools 

and Instructors 

 

 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, July 17, 2017 – Town of Newmarket Council has approved the 
implementation of a Restricted Area By-law for Driving Schools and Driving Instructors. 
The purpose of the by-law is to mitigate the increase in traffic on residential streets near 
the Newmarket DriveTest Centre located on Harry Walker Parkway.  
 

Many of the streets in the area surrounding 
the DriveTest Centre are used as part of the 
designated driving test routes. For this reason, 
the Town of Newmarket proposed a Restricted 
Area by-law encompassing the streets within 
the borders of: Gorham Street, Prospect 
Street, Bayview Parkway, Traviss Drive, Leslie 
Valley Drive and Leslie Street.  Permanent 
signage will be posted at the entrances of the 
streets mentioned above showing that driving 
school instruction is not permitted. 
 

On August 12, 2016, staff presented a report 
to Council on the potential regulation of 
Driving School Instructors operating in Town. 
Council directed staff to host a Public 
Information Centre which was held on 
December 6, 2016 to seek Council, public and 
industry input. 
 

“Traffic safety and mitigation is one of Councils Strategic Priorities for the 2014 to 2018 
term,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “By implementing a Restricted Area for driving 
schools and instructors, this will ensure our streets are safer and improve traffic 
congestion by reducing the number of cars within the testing area.” 
 

This by-law prohibits driving schools/ instructors from operating in the area for the 
purpose of giving driving instruction to students or practising for driving tests. However, 
the following are permitted within the Restricted Area: 

 DriveTest Centre testing conducted in a driving school/driving instructor vehicle 

from Newmarket or other municipalities  

 DriveTest Centre testing conducted in private vehicles 

 Driving school/instructor vehicles picking up or dropping off a student at their 

residence or school 

 Parents, friends or family teaching individuals to drive 

 Drivers practising without a driving school instructor 

This Restricted Area was determined through consultation with the Newmarket 
DriveTest Centre, Town of Newmarket staff and residents, as this area encompasses all 
of the various DriveTest Centre test routes. The Town of Newmarket will promote this 
by-law by educating residents and local driving school businesses. Brochures will be 
distributed at the Newmarket DriveTest Centre location and mailed to driving school 
businesses in York Region. Town staff will conduct periodic enforcement blitzes in the 
Restricted Area and will monitor and record complaints received regarding driving 
school/ instructor vehicles operating in this area.  
 

Please remember that driving school vehicles and instructors are still permitted in the 
Restricted Area under certain conditions. However if you wish to report a driving 
instructor providing lessons/ practice testing in the area, please call the Town of 
Newmarket’s Customer Service department at 905-895-5193. If you have questions 
relating to the DriveTest Centre routes and/or testing, please contact the DriveTest 
Centre at 1-800-489-8450. 
 

Visit newmarket.ca/drivingschools for more information on regulations and to learn more 
about the Restricted Area By-law.  
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