
 

 

Keith Bridge art installations tell story of  

Newmarket’s transportation history 
Town’s rich heritage explored as part of public art display 

 
 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, June 27, 2017 – The history of 
transportation in Newmarket is now on display through eight 
bronzed plaques installed along the Keith Bridge. 
Representatives from the Town of Newmarket, the Regional 
Municipality of York and York Region Rapid Transit 
Corporation joined plaque artists and sponsors for the official 
unveiling of the works of public art along the Keith Bridge on 
Davis Drive on Tuesday, June 27 at the Seniors’ Meeting 
Place.  
 
“By displaying Newmarket’s early heritage and the evolution 
of transportation in our Town, these art installations connect 
our past, present and future, and ultimately tell the story of 
Newmarket,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “The Keith 
Bridge art installations are terrific examples of how art can 
enhance our public spaces and are a unique part of  
the overall revitalization of our Davis and Yonge corridor.”   
 
The plaques line the north and south sides of the Keith  
Bridge along Davis Drive and highlight the significant  
milestones in Newmarket’s transportation history.  
Artist Hans Honegger and sculptor Carolyn Butts crafted the works of art, which represent 
different periods in Newmarket’s history starting 10,000 years ago and moving through to 
present time.  
 
“Public art plays a crucial role in creating a vibrant, sustainable and liveable community in 
Newmarket,” says Town CAO Bob Shelton. “Many groups and individuals were instrumental 
to this project’s success and we are grateful to our community partners, Town staff members 
and sponsors for their collaboration and contributions to the Keith Bridge public art displays.”  
 
Plaque sponsors include: Allstone Quarry, R.V. Anderson Associates Limited, The Sterling 
Group, GO Transit, Newmarket-Tay Power Distribution Limited, Royal Bank of Canada, 
Shanahan Ford Lincoln and York Region Rapid Transit Corporation.  
 
The public art displays are part of the Town’s Cultural Master Plan and the official unveiling 
is a component of Newmarket’s ongoing Canada 150 celebrations. This project was made 
possible by the expansion of the Keith Bridge to accommodate the Viva Rapid Transit 
System. The Keith Bridge was named after William Keith, a local politician. 2017 marks the 
100th anniversary of the Keith Bridge on Davis Drive.  
 

The story begins 10,000 years ago (plaque #1 
pictured above) where families of hunters regularly 
passed through this area in pursuit of big game 
animals. The story continues to profile the 
evolution of transportation - from footpaths to 
trains, cars and up to the present day rapid transit 
system. 
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Media Contact: 
Wanda Bennett  
Director of Corporate Communications 
Email: wbennett@newmarket.ca  
Tel: 905-953-5300 ext. 2041 

 
 
 
 

 

 
If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 

http://www.newmarket.ca/thingstodo/documents/cultural_master_plan_web_final.pdf
mailto:wbennett@newmarket.ca
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