
 

 

Town of Newmarket first in Ontario to introduce Soofa solar-

powered bench that charges mobile devices 

Newmarket brings technology profiled at President Obama’s inaugural White 
House Maker Faire to community 

 
NEWMARKET, Ontario, July 13, 2016 – Earlier today, the Town of Newmarket 
unveiled its new Soofa bench – an innovative bench that charges mobile devices using 
solar power while providing the user with a social experience – at its highly acclaimed 
Riverwalk Commons, making the Town of Newmarket the first municipality in Ontario to 
have one. 
 
“Today, we celebrate yet another 
important milestone in Newmarket’s 
unique innovation and 
environmental sustainability stories,” 
said Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “As a 
key focus of our Council, we will 
work together to revitalize and 
innovate Newmarket and will 
continue to seek opportunities to 
bring even more leading-edge 
technology and environmental 
sustainability programs and 
services to our community.”  
 
The solar-powered bench was featured as an up-and-coming technology at President 
Barak Obama’s inaugural White House Maker Faire in June 2014 and was referred to as 
one of the “six wonders of the Maker Faire” in the Wall Street Journal. The first of its kind, 
the Soofa bench is the brainchild of three female entrepreneurs from the MIT Media Lab 
and Harvard University who came together with a vision for a sustainable, connected 
future. 
 
In 2017, Newmarket’s Soofa bench has the potential to be upgraded with sensors and 
detailed analytics to measure how much the bench is being used and will provide the 
data to the Town over a private cellular network. The next addition in Newmarket’s 
Internet of Things repertoire, the bench’s sensors will also measure how busy 
Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons is, making it easier for Town staff to find ways to 
continue to improve the public space.  
 
With the installation of the bench, Newmarket now joins the Soofa Beta Cities network 
which includes New York City, Boston, Cambridge, Austin, LA and more, making 
Newmarket the first municipality in Canada to be a part of the network. Through the 
network, the Town of Newmarket will work with Soofa as an early adopter of leading-
edge technology and will advise on new product development to solve problems facing 
cities and towns, big and small.   
 
 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/06/18/president-obama-white-house-maker-faire-today-s-diy-tomorrow-s-made-america
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2014/06/18/photos-the-six-wonders-of-obamas-maker-faire-tour/
https://www.media.mit.edu/


 

 

"At Soofa, our main goal is to make cities better for people through the implementation of 
technology,” said Soofa CEO Sandra Richter. “To do so, we work closely with our 
network of partner cities to learn where the biggest opportunities are to innovate together. 
The Town of Newmarket is a great example of what we look for in a partner – super 
focused on innovation, sustainability and making its outdoor spaces as inviting as 
possible for its residents and visitors." 
 
The Soofa Bench is in 18 U.S. states plus the District of Columbia, as well as Edmonton 
and three other countries.  
 
About the Town of Newmarket 
The Town of Newmarket is located in southern Ontario and is home to more than 85,000 
residents. Newmarket has consistently been named one of the Best Places to Live in 
Canada by MoneySense Magazine and has garnered an international reputation for 
being one of the country’s most dynamic, diverse and desirable towns to live and work in. 
Newmarket is also widely considered a progressive place with a reputation for 
collaboration, creativity and innovation. For more information on The Town of 
Newmarket, visit newmarket.ca  
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Media Contact: 
Kate Porretta | Senior Communications Officer 
kporretta@newmarket.ca | 905-953-5300 ext. 2046 

 
If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 

http://www.newmarket.ca/
mailto:kporretta@newmarket.ca


 
 

 
Newmarket introduces Ontario’s first Soofa Bench 

Innovation, technology and environmental sustainability in the Town of Newmarket 
 
The Town of Newmarket’s partnership with Soofa is aligned with the Town’s commitment to 
innovation, the early adoption of technology and environmental sustainability.  
 
INNOVATION  AND LEADING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY 
The Town of Newmarket’s latest addition of the Soofa Bench to its Riverwalk Commons comes 
on the heels of other recent innovation news out of the Town, including the introduction of 
OPENNewmarket – the organization’s new open data portal, partnerships in the NewMakeIt 
makerspace, CreateIT Now at Southlake innovation incubator and the Community Collaborative 
Ecosystem innovation group, as well as the return of the internationally acclaimed HollisWealth 
Story Pod. 
 
OPENNewmarket: the open data pilot project 
In May 2016, the Town introduced OPENNewmarket – a one-year open data pilot project that 
will allow the public to freely use, reuse and distribute machine-readable data maintained by the 
Town of Newmarket through an online catalogue on the Town’s website. OPENNewmarket 
focuses on providing data that is already accessible either online or by request in a machine-
readable format, and can be used to support research and produce new and valuable products 
and services like mobile apps.  
 
Partners in the makers’ movement and grassroots innovation 
Over the past few years, the Town of Newmarket has actively participated and invested in the 
local makers’ movement. One example includes the Town’s partnership with the newly 
established NewMakeIt makerspace founded in early 2016 by four local enterprising 
entrepreneurs. NewMakeIt – a non-profit organization dedicated to helping other entrepreneurs, 
inventors, makers and artists achieve their goals in a cost-effective way – provides creative 
professionals with a state-of-the-art facility and the interactive training and workshops they need 
to refine their concepts and works.  
 
The Town is also an established partner in CreateIT Now, an innovation incubator located at 
Southlake Regional Health Centre in Newmarket. CreateIT provides a physical landing site 
tailor-made for healthcare-focused innovators getting into North American markets and has 
approximately 20 projects either completed or in progress. Other partners include Southlake, 
the Regional Municipality of York, York University, Seneca College and ventureLAB. 

 
One of the key elements that enables and supports the Town’s involvement in the local makers’ 
movement is its participation in the Community Collaborative Ecosystem (CCE) – a group of 
businesses and partners that work together to generate innovative partnerships and creative 
solutions that bring success to the community.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://open.newmarket.ca/opendata/navigo/;jsessionid=4nqkiw375ivw1kl3h3oskx75d#/home
http://www.newmakeit.com/
http://www.southlakeregional.org/Default.aspx?cid=1425
http://www.newmarket.ca/TownGovernment/Documents/2016%20Media%20Releases/Media%20Release%20-%20Newmarket%20wins%20Innovative%20Community%20Award%20for%20Collaborative%20Community%20Ecosystem.pdf


 
 

 
Internationally acclaimed HollisWealth Story Pod 
Back to Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons for its second year is the HollisWealth Story Pod – a 
unique and innovative community lending library funded by HollisWealth Newmarket, designed 
by AKB architects and installed and maintained by Town staff. The Story Pod has garnered 
international recognition for its unique design to open and close like a book, and functionality 
based on trust – encouraging residents to take a book and leave a book. 
 
Public Works’ Services digital pen  
In 2015, Newmarket’s Information Technology and Public Works Services’ departments worked 
together on a new project that eventually helped increase work efficiency by 500 per cent for the 
Water and Wastewater division and 1200 per cent for its Fleet division for particular processes. 
The small but mighty technology is known as the digital pen – a pen that works like any other 
pen, but smarter. The digital pen is able to digitally record anything that the user writes on a 
paper template designed using the pen’s software. Once the digital pen is returned to its 
docking station, information recorded during its use is digitally transferred, along with the 
template onto the Town’s secure cloud platform. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY  
The Town of Newmarket is committed to environmental sustainability within the community and 
outside its borders.  
 
Solar panels at Newmarket facilities 
The Town has installed solar panels for efficient energy at several of its facilities, bringing the 
total number of solar panels at Town buildings to more than 2700. Most recently, the Town 
worked with Strathcona Energy Group to install more than 1900 solar panels on the Town’s 
largest facility – the Magna Centre. 
 
Green infrastructure 
Protecting the community and the environment by controlling the quality and quantity of 
stormwater runoff is a key priority for the Town. Stormwater is created by rain and melted snow 
and ice and, before development, would be absorbed directly into the ground after it rained. 
After development, hard surfaces like roofs, driveways, roads and parking lots prevent 
absorption, increasing the amount of water collected by storm drains.  
 
The Town is committed to seeking and implementing opportunities for modern Low Impact 
Development (LID) – also known as green infrastructure – in order to manage the stormwater as 
close to the source as possible by mimicking the natural water cycle. The focus of this 
infrastructure is on capturing and storing rain where it falls, filtering it through the soil.   
 
Saving energy, protecting the environment 
The Town of Newmarket has officially adopted its new Community Energy Plan, making 
Newmarket one of the first municipalities in Ontario to have one. The Town’s Plan looks at the 
types of energy Newmarket uses, how much energy is used by homes, buildings and travel and 
how population, employment and land use impact the community’s energy needs. Some of the 
Plan’s recommendations include retrofits through efficiency programs for homes and buildings, 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, addressing climate change and saving money by keeping 
Newmarket’s energy within the boundaries of the Town.  

http://www.newmarket.ca/thingstodo/pages/holliswealth-story-pod.aspx
http://www.newmarket.ca/towngovernment/documents/2016%20media%20releases/media%20release%20-%20public%20works%20services'%20digital%20pen%20increases%20work%20efficiency%20by%201200%20per%20cent%20.pdf
http://www.newmarket.ca/LivingHere/Pages/Environment%20and%20Sustainability/Low%20Impact%20Development%20and%20Stormwater%20Management/Green-Infrastructure.aspx
http://www.newmarket.ca/LivingHere/Pages/Environment%20and%20Sustainability/Low%20Impact%20Development%20and%20Stormwater%20Management/Green-Infrastructure.aspx
http://www.newmarket.ca/TownGovernment/Documents/Newmarket%20taking%20steps%20to%20save%20energy%2c%20protect%20environment.pdf


 

About the Town of Newmarket 

The Town of Newmarket is located in southern Ontario and is home to more than 85,000 
residents. Newmarket has consistently been named one of the Best Places to Live in 
Canada by MoneySense Magazine and has garnered an international reputation for 
being one of the country’s most dynamic, diverse and desirable towns to live and work in. 
Newmarket is also widely considered a progressive place with a reputation for 
environmental sustainability, collaboration, creativity and innovation.  The Town of 
Newmarket is proud of its reputation for delivering top-quality services and programs to 
our residents. Newmarket offers a wide variety of amenities to ensure the quality of life in 
our community is second to none. Newmarket, Ontario is right for so many reasons. 
Here are the top 10 reasons to live in Newmarket: 

1. A place where it is 'easy being green'– A nationally recognized LEED Platinum 
subdivision, various environmental by-laws and more than 44 kilometres of trails 
are just a few examples of Newmarket's commitment to a clean, green 
community. 

2. A little bit country, a little bit rock and roll – Located half way between vibrant 
downtown Toronto and beautiful cottage country, Newmarket offers the perfect 
balance of big-city amenities and small town charm. 

3. Premium health care – Home to Southlake Regional Health Centre, this 
renowned hospital offers world-class health care and plays an integral role in the 
community's Economic Development Strategy. 

4. An ideal place to do business – With easy access to all major highways, a 
skilled workforce and supportive business environment, Newmarket is a location 
of choice for any business venture. 

5. An affordable place to call home – When compared with comparable 
communities, Newmarket offers below average residential and commercial taxes. 

6. Safety first – Newmarket's low crime rates consistently position Newmarket as 
one of the safest communities in the country. 

7. Shop 'til you drop – Whether strolling the quaint shops on historic Main Street 
or the brand-name stores at Upper Canada Mall, Newmarket has something to 
offer for all shopping enthusiasts. 

8. Fun, fun, fun – With more than 6,500 recreation programs and more than 300 
special events annually there is always something fun to do for the whole family. 

9. Advanced transit network – Currently under construction, the vivaNext rapid 
transit system will provide increased transit service and improve connectivity with 
neighbouring communities. 

10. A bright and promising future – There are a number of plans in place (Official 
Plan, Economic Development Strategy, Cultural Master Plan) to ensure that 
Newmarket's future is full of promise, prosperity and possibilities and that the 
community remains one of best places to live in Canada! 
 
Discover for yourself, what Newmarket has to offer! 

For more information on The Town of Newmarket, visit newmarket.ca 

 

http://www.newmarket.ca/
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