
                                                           
 

 

   

 

Newmarket records a 2.5 per cent reduction in electricity consumption 
for Earth Hour 

 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, March 31, 2015 – For the eighth consecutive year, Newmarket residents and 
businesses successfully reduced electricity use during Earth Hour 2015. Newmarket ‘powered off’ for an 
hour on Saturday, March 28, from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. and recorded a 2.5 per cent reduction in electricity 
consumption. 
 
“I would like to congratulate and thank Newmarket residents and business owners on their commitment to 
energy conservation and for another successful Earth Hour,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “Newmarket 
residents and businesses have always been committed and dedicated to environmentally friendly 
initiatives and will continue to do so as we raise awareness and continue to use our power to change 
climate change.” 
 
During the hour, Town staff turned off all lighting at many Town facilities and operated the remaining 
facilities with reduced lighting needed for patron safety. Newmarket’s electrical use was measured 
throughout the hour. As recorded by Newmarket-Tay Power Distribution, the electricity saved was the 
equivalent of taking approximately 80 Newmarket homes completely off the grid for a full 24 hours.  
 
“I am proud of Newmarket residents and businesses who took part in Earth Hour this year,” says Regional 
Councillor John Taylor. “It is important that we continue to support environmentally friendly initiatives such 
as Earth Hour. This symbolic event serves as a reminder to incorporate energy saving habits into our 
daily lives to help the environment around us.”  
 
This year, the Town of Newmarket held various Earth Hour 
events related to energy conservation such as a drawing 
contest at the Magna Centre where artwork was judged by 
children in the community to determine the winner of the 
2015 Earth Hour drawing challenge and, the Earth Hour 
themed drawing contest. So far, we received over 300 
submissions. The Town will conduct draws and 
announce the winners of the drawing contest in the 
upcoming week.  
 

"Year after year, our community's Earth Hour results 
underline that Newmarket is a town where permanent 
reductions in electricity are a part of how we work and 
live," says Paul Ferguson, President of Newmarket-Tay 
Power Distribution. "But Earth Hour is not about the 
electricity we save in one hour. It's about the community 
saying that we care about the environment and that we should continue to look for ways to use less 
electricity." 
 
The Town also asked residents to join the conversation online via Twitter to demonstrate their support for 
Earth Hour using #NewmarketEarthHour. For more information about Newmarket Earth Hour, please visit 
www.newmarket.ca/EarthHour or call 905-895-5193. 
 
About Earth Hour  
Pioneered in 2007 by WWF-Australia, the Earth Hour campaign has encouraged millions of residents and 
businesses worldwide to turn off their power. This year, thousands of cities across 152 countries 
worldwide participated in Earth Hour 2015.  
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If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 

Newmarket residents and students from the 
Junior Achievement Program participate in the 
Earth Hour themed drawing contest at the Magna 
Centre on March 14, 2015 
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