
 

Newmarket records a 6.1 per cent reduction in electricity 

consumption for Earth Hour 

 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, March 21, 2016 – On Saturday, March 19 Newmarket residents 
and businesses joined millions of people around the world in taking a stand on climate 
change by participating in Earth Hour 2016 and powering down lights and electronic devices 
for one hour between 8:30 and 9:30 p.m. Newmarket reduced electricity for Earth Hour by 
4.7 megawatts – a 6.1 per cent reduction when compared to a typical Saturday night in 
March. This is a difference of 3.6 per cent when compared to Earth Hour 2015. 
 
“Congratulations to all Newmarket residents and business owners who participated in this 
annual event, for taking action on climate change this Earth Hour,” says Mayor Tony Van 
Bynen. “I am impressed with the dedication and commitment of residents and business 
owners to making our planet greener and ultimately a community that is well beyond the 
ordinary.” 
 
During the hour, Town staff turned off all lighting at most Town facilities and operated the 

remaining facilities with reduced lighting needed for patron safety. Newmarket’s electrical 

use was monitored throughout the hour. As recorded by Newmarket-Tay Power Distribution, 

the electricity saved was equivalent to taking 145 Newmarket homes off the grid for an 

hour. 

 

“This is our ninth year participating in this annual, global event,” says Regional Councillor 

John Taylor. “Newmarket residents continue to impress me with their enthusiasm in 

participating in Earth Hour by sending off a powerful message that it’s possible to take action 

on climate change. Switching off our lights and electrical power is just one simple action we 

can take to help make a difference.” 

 

The Town of Newmarket held several Earth Hour activities to encourage participation in this 

year’s event including “War of the Wards,” where Newmarket residents pledged to power 

down for one hour and the ward with the most pledges was declared the winner of a ward 

party. Congratulations to Wards 1 and 7 for submitting the most pledges at 422 

pledges each. In total, 1,313 pledges were received town-wide.  

 

“I want to thank the community for coming together as one and doing its part to make our 

planet ecologically friendly,” said Paul Ferguson, President of Newmarket-Tay Power 

Distribution. “It is imperative that we all work together to improve the environment’s 

sustainability today for an even better tomorrow.” 

 

The Town also encouraged residents to join the conversation online via Twitter to 

demonstrate their support for Earth Hour using #NewmarketEarthHour.  

 

For more information about Newmarket Earth Hour, please visit 

www.newmarket.ca/EarthHour or call 905-895-5193. 

 

About Earth Hour  

Earth Hour is a charitable organization uniting people to protect the planet. Famously started 

as a lights-off event in Australia in 2007, this annual tradition has since grown to engage 

more than 172 countries and territories worldwide.  
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