
 

Newmarket’s HollisWealth Story Pod to re-open May 6 

Story Pod wins design award  
 

 
NEWMARKET, Ontario, May 1, 2017 – As the weather gets warmer, the Town of 
Newmarket is preparing for the re-opening of the HollisWealth Story Pod at Newmarket’s 
Riverwalk Commons (200 Doug Duncan Drive) on Saturday, May 6 at 11 a.m. 
 
The HollisWealth Story Pod is a community favourite for residents to read, learn, be 
inspired and engage with the community. The HollisWealth Story Pod, in design and 
function encourages you to open your heart and mind to life’s possibilities similar to the 
way a book does. Visitors to the pod are encouraged to take a book to read at their 
leisure, return it once finished or bring another book to share with the community.  
 
Since opening in 2015, the HollisWealth Story Pod has been in over 50 publications, 
reaching 20 countries and six continents. News of the Story Pod has also reached 15 
million Facebook users and four and a half million Tweeters. 
 
In addition to the awards the Story Pod has already received, the Town of Newmarket 
recently learned that there is another to add to the collection. The HollisWealth Story 
Pod is a recipient of the 2017 Ontario Association of Architects (OAA) Design of 
Excellence Award. The Story Pod was selected from more than 140 submissions and 
judged based on a number of different criteria including creativity, context, sustainability 
good design/business and legacy. 
 
“The Town of Newmarket is thrilled to bring the HollisWealth Story Pod back to our 
residents for another season,” said Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “Congratulations once again 
to all parties involved on receiving the Design of Excellence Award reinforcing that 
Newmarket truly is a community that is well beyond the ordinary.”  
 
As a result of its successes, the HollisWealth Story Pod has recently garnered 
international attention from Gumi City, South Korea with the intention of replicating the 
Story Pod. The Mayor of Gumi City, Nam Yoo-Jin and representatives from the Gumi 
City Central Library and Arts Centre visited the Story Pod back in February and signed 
an official friendship agreement and discuss plans to reproduce the famous structure 
that sits at Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons. News of the Story Pod has also caught 
the attention of the First Lady of Gabon, Africa, who has also reached out to AKB 
requesting a replica.  
 
Background: 
The HollisWealth Story Pod was first introduced in 2015 by the Town of Newmarket in 
partnership with HollisWealth Inc., AKB, Scholastic and the Newmarket Public Library. 
The HollisWealth Story Pod welcomes residents and visitors to read, learn, find 
inspiration, share stories and engage with the community. It is located at Newmarket’s 
Riverwalk Commons (200 Doug Duncan Drive). 
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If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 
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