
 

 

 
The HollisWealth Story Pod garners international 

acclaim  
 
NEWMARKET, Ontario, May 7, 2016 – As the Town of Newmarket prepares for many 
new and exciting initiatives in 2016, the return of the HollisWealth Story Pod may be 
among the most anticipated highlights of the year.  
 
“I am pleased to return the HollisWealth Story Pod to our residents,” said Mayor Tony 
Van Bynen at the reopening event on Saturday.  
 
The HollisWealth Story Pod, a 
community-supported lending 
library, is an innovative and 
interactive public art piece that is 
situated adjacent to Newmarket 
Riverwalk Commons. It 
rejuvenates space on the edge of 
the downtown core and invites 
residents and visitors to read, learn, 
find inspiration and engage with 
other members of the community.  
 
The HollisWealth Story Pod has 
come to fruition in thanks to a 
number of community partnerships with the Town.  
 
HollisWealth, a wealth management firm, provided the funds to purchase the building 
materials; AKB, a prestigious architecture firm, designed the piece free of charge and 
the Town’s Public Works Services staff members dedicated time to construct it.  
 
Scholastic Canada and the Newmarket Public Library support the HollisWealth Story 
Pod by donating books. 
 
“The HollisWealth Story Pod demonstrates the type of innovation and creative design 
you can expect to see from the Town in the years ahead,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen.  
“This is one of the many examples of great things that can happen when we work with 
our community partners towards an even better Newmarket.” 
 
Open to the public in August 2015, the HollisWealth Story Pod has generated global 
attention in 20 countries in six continents. Forty-three publications – including 
newspapers such as The Globe and Mail and Toronto Star, and magazines such as 
Azure Magazine, Canadian Interiors and Houzz – have included articles praising the 
design and innovation.  
 



 

In combination with the attention the HollisWealth Story Pod has received through social 
media, it is estimated that the news of Newmarket’s HollisWealth Story Pod has reached 
more than three hundred and thirty million people. The HollisWealth Story Pod page on 
the Town’s website has generated more than a million views, with eight hundred 
thousand of those views being unique users. 
 
“The HollisWealth Story Pod has certainly put an international spotlight on Newmarket 
as an innovative and forward-thinking community,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “In this 
way, it demonstrates our vision for future developments and growth.” 
 
Several organizations and dignitaries have caught on to the success of Newmarket’s 
HollisWealth Story Pod. Sylvia Bongo, the First Lady of Gabon, Africa reached out to 
AKB to request a replica of the HollisWealth Story Pod be created and shipped to The 
Sylvia Bongo Ondimba Foundation.   
 
The innovative design and concept of the HollisWealth Story Pod has also garnered two 
architectural award nominations and won an award: 

• Top six finalist in the small spaces/temporary installation category from the World 
Architecture News (WAN) Awards 

• Semi-finalist for ArchDaily’s annual Building of the Year Award 
• Winner of Parks and Recreation Ontario (PRO) Excellence in Design Award 

 
WAN is the world’s largest award program in international architecture and ArchDaily is 
the world’s most visited architectural website with more than seven million visitors to 
their website each month. 
 
There are a number of ways to experience the HollisWealth Story Pod: 

• Enjoy the art piece 
• Take and/or leave books 
• Bring your children to listen to a bedtime story under the stars  

 
The HollisWealth Story Pod is an opportunity to discover, share and be inspired. For 
more information, visit www.newmarket.ca/storypod, call the Town at 905-953-5300 or 
join the conversation on social media by using #WhereIRead. 
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Media Contact: 
Michelle Valtas 
Communications Assistant 
mvaltas@newmakret.ca  
905-953-5300 ext. 2049 
 

If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of 
Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 
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