
 

 

Town of Newmarket announces National Play 

Competition 

Playwrights challenged to entice, excite and entertain in 600 seconds 
 

 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, November 1, 2016 - In celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday, 
the Town of Newmarket is launching a National 10-Minute Play Festival, celebrating the 
diverse voices and multiple identities within our country.  
 
The Newmarket National 10-Minute Play 
Festival will feature 24 original, 10-minute plays 
that will be packaged into four pods of six shows 
at Newmarket’s newly renovated Old Town Hall 
(460 Botsford Street) and the Town’s main stage, 
Newmarket Theatre (505 Pickering Crescent). 
Dates for the inaugural festival will be Saturday, 
July 22, 2017 to Sunday, July 23, 2017. 
Original play submissions will be welcomed from 
across the country, and cash awards will be 
presented to the top three plays submitted. 
 
“The Town of Newmarket offers a variety of arts and culture programs, which is just one 
of the many reasons that make it one of the Best Places to Live, according to 
MoneySense Magazine,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “By establishing the 10-Minute 
Play Festival in Newmarket, our aim is to also be known for our theatrical performances.” 
 
The Festival places an emphasis on the words “New” and “Market” which goes back to 
the early 1800s. At that time, traders came to the “new market” along the Holland River 
instead of making the long journey down to York (Toronto) – the “old market.” In that 
spirit, the Town of Newmarket offers artists from across Canada a “new market” for their 
stories and a stage for the nation. 
 
“We are thrilled to be providing new, unique and exciting cultural experiences for 
residents and others to enjoy,” said Colin Service, Director of Recreation and Culture.  
“Adding a national-scale theatre program is a perfect fit for the exponential growth of the 
arts here in Newmarket.” 
 
Ten-minute plays are not sketches, they demand fully realized characters that make us 
laugh and cry and stories that touch the core of our being. The challenge for the 
playwright is to create a world in 600 seconds that keeps each audience member fully 
committed to the story being told. 
 
For more information on the Newmarket National 10-Minute Play Festival, play 
submissions, auditions, volunteering and more, visit newmarket.ca or call 905-953-5106. 
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About the Town of Newmarket: 
The Town of Newmarket is located in southern Ontario and is home to over 85,000 
residents. Newmarket has consistently been named one of the Best Places to Live in 
Canada by MoneySense Magazine and has garnered an international reputation for 
being one of the country’s most dynamic, diverse and desirable towns to live and work in. 
Newmarket is also widely considered a progressive place with a reputation for 
collaboration, creativity and innovation. For more information on The Town of 
Newmarket, visit newmarket.ca  
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