
 

Urban Backyard Hens program goes Town-wide 

 

 
NEWMARKET, Ontario, June 19, 2017 – Town of Newmarket Council has 
approved an amendment to the Animal Control By-law 2016-53 to permit the 
keeping of chickens in residential areas and the regulations be applied to all 
Wards within the Town. Town staff will continue to receive applications for the 
keeping of egg-laying hens and ensure residents are complying with the 
regulations. 
 
On February 8, 2016, Council endorsed the implementation of a 12-month pilot 
project in Ward 2 for backyard egg laying hens effective March 1, 2016 for up to 
five residential properties and on April 25, 2016, Council expanded the pilot 
project to include Ward 5.  
 
“Urban agriculture is an important part of an urbanizing community and we are 
seeing the environmental and health benefits of backyard hens embraced by our 
residents,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “As society continues to change and 
evolve, we will continue to respond to the needs of our community.” 
 
During the pilot project, the Legislative Services department received one 
application for Ward 2 and two applications for Ward 5. There are currently two 
residents in Ward 5 that proceeded with the pilot project for backyard hens and 
continue to maintain coops. All parties have complied with regulations set out by 
the Town and staff has not received any complaints. As a result, the project will 
be applied Town-wide where all regulations must be met and complied with. 
 
To comply, an application must be submitted to the Town for approval with 
required documentation. Hens will be kept in backyards with a maximum of three 
per property. All hens must be at least four months old and tenants must obtain 
permission from property owners before participating. Hens must be kept in their 
coop between the hours of 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. Enclosures must be a minimum of 10 
square feet per hen and hens must be kept in an enclosed run when not in their 
coops. Hen coops and runs should be at least 1.2 metres from the rear and side 
lot lines and participants must get permission from abutting property owners. Hen 
coops and runs shall be maintained in a clean condition and the coop shall be 
kept free of odours. Roosters are banned and slaughter is prohibited so any 
deceased hens shall be disposed of at a livestock disposal facility or through the 
services of a veterinarian.  
 
For more information on regulations and to learn more about the Urban Backyard 
Hens program, visit newmarket.ca/urbanhens or call the Town at 905-895-5193. 
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