
 

Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons recognized as a 

Thriving Place 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, June 03, 2016 – The Town of Newmarket has recently been 
recognized for its success in urban park designs for its downtown gathering space – 
Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons. The space has also been featured in the publication 
Thriving Places: A Case Study Toolkit of Urban Parks and Open Spaces, which was just 
released last week.  
 
“Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons is 
a unique community destination and 
gathering place that brings people 
together, connecting them to the 
Town,” says Mayor Tony Van Bynen. 
“This dynamic and inviting public 
space was created to revitalize our 
downtown core as a part of our larger 
vision to Renew Newmarket and 
make it well beyond the ordinary!” 
 
Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons 
has been recognized as a 
successful urban space for its integration with the community’s historic downtown and, is 
part of an ongoing revitalization of the historical district. Along with improved 
streetscaping, infrastructure renewal and several grants and loans through a Community 
Improvement Program, Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons has encouraged a wave of 
new stores, restaurants and professional offices located in downtown heritage buildings.  
 
Designed by renowned landscape architects Janet Rosenberg & Studio, and completed 
in 2011, the Riverwalk Commons is the site of a former parking lot and arena, and has 
been lauded for its creative programming. 
 
Features of the space include a splash pad in the summer that doubles as a skating rink 
in the winter, a gathering space to celebrate arts and culture, sheltered by a canopy, a 
large performance area, a link to the Nokiidaa Trail system – connecting residents and 
visitors to Aurora and East Gwillimbury, a plaza that hosts Farmers’ Markets and 
festivals and the award-winning HollisWealth Story Pod.  
 
Watch a video on the Town of Newmarket’s YouTube channel that showcases 
Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons as a Thriving Place 
 
About Thriving Places: 
Published by Parks People, a charity that builds stronger communities by animating and 
improving parks, Thriving Places is funded by the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing from its Places to Grow Implementation Fund as a case study toolkit 
highlighting new urban parks and open spaces in the Greater Golden Horseshoe that 
showcases creative ideas for planning, designing, programming and engaging the 
community in public spaces in intensifying neighbourhood. 
 
About Newmarket: 
The Town of Newmarket is located in southern Ontario and is home to over 85,000 
residents. Newmarket has consistently been named one of the Best Places to Live in 
Canada by MoneySense Magazine and has garnered an international reputation for 
being one of the country’s most dynamic, diverse and desirable towns to live and work in. 
Newmarket is also widely considered a progressive place with a reputation for 
collaboration, creativity and innovation. For more information on The Town of 
Newmarket, visit www.newmarket.ca  
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If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 

Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons popular water feature 
occupied by children and parents on a hot summer day 

http://parkpeople.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Park-People_Thriving-Places.pdf
http://www.newmarket.ca/LivingHere/Pages/Newmarket%20Facilities%20and%20Buildings/Newmarket%20Community%20Centre%20and%20Lions%20Hall/Newmarket-Riverwalk-Commons.aspx
http://www.newmarket.ca/LivingHere/Documents/TrailGuide2012.pdf
http://www.newmarket.ca/ThingsToDo/Pages/HollisWealth-Story-Pod.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIJNKrocSHc
http://www.newmarket.ca/
mailto:pzambito@newmarket.ca

