
 

 

 

Newmarket taking steps to save energy, protect 

environment 

Town’s Community Energy Plan gets green light from Council 
 
NEWMARKET, Ontario, June 9, 2016 – At its meeting on June 7, Town of Newmarket 
Council officially adopted the Town’s Community Energy Plan, making Newmarket one 
of the first municipalities in Ontario to have one.   
 
Community Energy Plans, also called Municipal Energy Plans, provide municipalities like 
the Town of Newmarket with strategies to move toward an energy system that is 
sustainable, while at the same time supporting the local economy.  The Town’s Plan 
looks at the types of energy Newmarket uses, how much energy is used by homes, 
buildings and travel and how population, employment and land use impact the 
community’s energy needs. 
 
“The Town of Newmarket’s commitment to conserving energy and looking for ways to do 
things more efficiently to protect our community and our environment is not new,” says 
Mayor Tony Van Bynen. “But this Plan is a deliberate and formalized effort to help us 
make significant improvements in the ways in which we manage our energy use now 
and in the future.” 
 
The Town applied to the Ministry of Energy in 2013 to participate in its Municipal Energy 
Plan program and was successful in receiving the maximum funding allocation from the 
Ministry for 50 per cent of the project’s costs up to a maximum of $90,000. 
 
In October 2014, the Town partnered with Lura Consulting, as well as members of the 
community through an extensive consultation process, to develop the Community 
Energy Plan that offers transformative targets and recommendations to help ensure 
Newmarket is at or near current (as of 2014) global best practice when it comes to 
energy consumption within the next 15 years.  
 
Some of the Plan’s recommendations include retrofits through efficiency programs for 
homes and buildings, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, addressing climate change 
and saving money by keeping Newmarket’s energy within the boundaries of the Town.  
 
Regional Councillor John Taylor, who was a part of a working committee to assist in the 
development of the Community Energy Plan, is passionate about the environment and 
climate change and is an avid supporter of the Plan. 
 
“The Town of Newmarket has put forward a clear, ambitious plan that has incredible 
potential and provides a detailed blueprint for energy sustainability in our community,” he 
said. “We recognize that the success of this plan requires partnership from other levels 
of government who, in the future, we will be looking to in an effort to facilitate our 
success.  In the meantime, our Council is doing its part on behalf of Newmarket 
residents to address this very important issue.”   
 
For more information on the Community Energy Plan, visit www.newmarket.ca/CEP 
 
About The Town of Newmarket  
The Town of Newmarket is located in southern Ontario and is home to more than 85,000 
residents. Newmarket has consistently been named one of the Best Places to Live in 
Canada by MoneySense Magazine and has garnered an international reputation for 
being one of the country’s most dynamic, diverse and desirable towns to live and work in. 
Newmarket is also widely considered a progressive place with a reputation for 
collaboration, creativity and innovation. For more information on The Town of 
Newmarket, visit www.newmarket.ca  
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