
 

 

Newmarket’s Old Town Hall officially re-opens its doors 

to community 

Town’s 133-year-old landmark will be cultural hub of Newmarket once again 
thanks to federal, provincial and local support 

 
 

NEWMARKET, Ontario, September 23, 2016 – The Town of Newmarket’s most 
treasured historical and cultural landmark – the Old Town Hall –officially opened its 
doors to the public yesterday after undergoing a significant structural and architectural 
transformation. 
 
Newmarket’s Old Town Hall (460 Botsford Street), located in the heart of downtown 
historic Newmarket, was built in 1883 and is one of the premier historical buildings in 
Ontario. In 1999, it received the Municipal Heritage Designation under the Ontario 
Heritage Act  and through its 130-year existence, has served as a municipal office and 
administrative building, market, courthouse, jail, theatre, event venue, wedding chapel, 
reception hall and community meeting space.  
 
Once considered to be the cultural hub of the community, in 2009, Council identified the 
importance of revitalizing Newmarket’s Old Town Hall as part of the Town’s Cultural 
Master Plan.  
 
The Plan recognized that cultural industries would play an important part of the 
community’s economic development and sustainability plan. Newmarket’s Old Town Hall 
was thus approved for revitalization as a place dedicated to displaying, learning and 
practicing arts and culture as well as hosting special events. The construction on the 
facility began in early 2013.  
 
According to Mayor Tony Van Bynen, it is thanks to the community’s patience as well as 
partnerships with the federal and provincial governments and local community sponsors 
that the newly renovated Old Town Hall can become the cultural hub of the community 
once again.  
 
The Building Canada Fund – Communities Component (BCF-CC) contribution of 
$3,397,242 made of equal investments from each of the governments of Canada and 
Ontario, supported the renovation of Newmarket’s Old Town Hall building improvements 
including enhancing accessibility for persons with disabilities. 
 
With an additional $80,000 from the federal government’s Department of Canadian 
Heritage for state-of-the-art audio-visual technology, close to $500,000 from local 
community sponsors and more than six million from the Town’s budget, the new Old 
Town Hall will provide the community’s artists, performers and venue-seekers with 8,000 
square feet of unique and elegant programmable space. 
 
Newmarket’s Old Town Hall will also be a Town Customer Service satellite office with 
extended hours, offering an additional space for Town inquires, registrations and 
transactions. 
 
QUOTES 
 
“The re-opening of Newmarket’s Old Town Hall is a historic and defining moment in our 
community’s history. From local art to world-class concert performances, the Old Town 
Hall will once again be a place that inspires imagination, cultivates creativity and allows 
the community to experience art and culture like never before.” 
– Tony Van Bynen, Mayor, Town of Newmarket 
 
“On behalf of the Government of Canada, I would like to congratulate the Town of 
Newmarket on the completed renovation of the Old Town Hall into a creative centre. Our 
funding has been used to increase building accessibility. Infrastructure investments like 
this one help to support a more inclusive society and a better quality of life for all 
Canadians.” 
– Kyle Peterson, Member of Parliament, Newmarket-Aurora 
 

 

http://www.newmarket.ca/oldtownhall
http://www.newmarket.ca/thingstodo/documents/cultural_master_plan_web_final.pdf
http://www.newmarket.ca/thingstodo/documents/cultural_master_plan_web_final.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage.html


 

 

 
 
 
“Once again, our government has demonstrated our commitment to rural communities 
by partnering with the federal government to provide more than $3.4 million in funding 
for the retrofitting of the Old Town Hall into a creative centre in Newmarket. By making 
the largest infrastructure investment in our province’s history, we are laying the 
foundation for sustainable economic development, creating jobs and new economic 
opportunities in rural communities across Ontario.” 
– Hon. Jeff Leal, Ontario Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
 
“Newmarket's Old Town Hall is an historic Ontario landmark and I am so proud to see it 
will continue to function and serve the public. As a cultural hub, the Old Town Hall 
strengthens the Town's cultural sector and helps create a complete community. 
Congratulations and thank you to Newmarket's elected officials – and all who supported 
the idea – for their foresight.”  
– Hon. Chris Ballard, Member of Provincial Parliament, Newmarket-Aurora  
 
About the Town of Newmarket  
The Town of Newmarket is located in southern Ontario and is home to more than 85,000 
residents. Newmarket has consistently been named one of the Best Places to Live in 
Canada by MoneySense Magazine and has garnered an international reputation for 
being one of the country’s most dynamic, diverse and desirable towns to live and work in. 
Newmarket is also widely considered a progressive place with a reputation for 
collaboration, creativity and innovation. For more information on The Town of 
Newmarket, visit newmarket.ca 
 
To learn more about Newmarket’s Old Town Hall, visit newmarket.ca/oldtownhall or call 
905-895-5193.  
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Kate Porretta 
Senior Communications Officer 
Email: kporretta@newmarket.ca 
905-953-5300 ext. 2046 
 

If you require this document in an alternative format, please contact the Town of Newmarket at 905-895-5193. 

 




