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Table 2: Road Classifications 

Road 
Class 

Jurisdiction Function Access Right-of-Way 
Width 

Other 
Regulations 

Freeway Province Carry large 
volumes of traffic 
moving at high 
speeds under free 
flowing 
conditions. 

Full access 
control, with 
access only 
permitted at 
interchanges. 

Widths and 
design 
standards for 
Freeways are 
under the 
jurisdiction of 
the Ministry of 
Transportation. 

No parking, 
unloading of 
goods or 
pedestrian traffic is 
permitted. 

Arterial Province, Designed to carry Direct access to Minimum right- No on-street 
Road Region and 

Town 
large volumes of 
traffic or inter-
regional and intra-
municipal traffic. 

Connect major 
traffic generators, 
provide 
connections with 
the collector road 
system and 
provide for 
movement of 
through traffic. 

Arterial Roads 
shall be controlled 
whenever 
possible so as to 
minimize traffic 
hazards and avoid 
interference with 
the primary 
function of moving 
through traffic. 

of-way width 
ranging from 
26 to 45 
metres. 

parking shall be 
permitted. 

Sidewalks shall be 
provided on both 
sides of Arterial 
Roads. 

Primary Region and Designed to carry Access from Minimum right- Primary Collector 
Collector Town medium volumes 

of traffic between 
Arterial Roads, 
Minor Collector 
Roads and Local 
Roads. 

abutting 
properties shall be 
permitted where 
access does not 
result in traffic 
hazards. 

of-way widths 
for shall 
generally be 
26metres and 
shall not be 
less than 20 
metres. 

Roads shall be 
designed to 
discourage 
through traffic onto 
Local Roads. 
No long term 
parking shall be 
permitted. 

Sidewalks shall be 
provided on both 
sides of Primary 
Collector Roads. 

Minor Town Perform a Access to Minor Minimum width No long term 
Collector collector function 

that do not meet 
the standards of a 
Primary Collector 
Road and would 
not be 
economically 
feasible to 
reconstruct to a 
higher standard. 

Collector Roads 
from abutting 
properties shall be 
permitted. 

of 23 metres. parking shall be 
permitted. 

Sidewalks shall be 
provided on both 
sides of Minor 
Collector Roads. 

Local Town Carry low 
volumes of traffic 

Access to Local 
Roads from 

Minimum width 
of 18 metres. 

Sidewalks shall be 
provided on at 
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Road 
Class 

Jurisdiction Function Access Right-of-Way 
Width 

Other 
Regulations 

at low speed from 
abutting 
properties to 
Collector Roads 
and Arterial 
Roads. 

abutting 
properties shall be 
permitted. 

least one side of 
new Local Roads 
and shall be 
added to existing 
Local Roads 
where necessary 
subject to financial 
constraints. 

15.3 Public Transit 

York Region Transit (YRT) and York Region Rapid Transit, known as VIVA, provide public 
transportation for the residents of Newmarket and the Region of York. These services 
link the residential areas, major shopping areas, industrial areas and community facilities 
as well as provide interconnections to other regional scale transportation facilities, such 
as GO Transit. 

With the new emphasis on intensification in Newmarket's Urban Centres, the expansion 
of transit services is essential to reducing car-dependency. Newmarket supports the 
continued development of the integrated regional transit system throughout York Region 
and will continue to participate in all regional transit initiatives. 

Policies 

1. Council will support the maintenance, improvement and continued expansion of 
York Region Transit and VIVA in order to further develop the public transit system. 

2. Council will encourage increased public transit usage and shall support measures 
designed to increase ridership within the context of providing an efficient public 
transit service, including requiring Transportation Demand Management measures 
in conjunction with new development applications. (OPA #10) 

3. Subdivision design will be supportive of the public transit system through such 
means as adequate road rights-of-way, street patterns, pedestrian walkways, bus 
bays, bus shelters, and exclusive bus lanes where warranted. 

4. Council shall encourage the expansion of GO Transit services (both bus and rail) 
to the Town, in recognition of the need for a fast and efficient commuter service 
from Newmarket to municipalities in the Greater Toronto Area. 

15.4 Rail 

Newmarket functions as a commuter terminal for GO Transit in York Region. While the 
construction, maintenance and design of the existing rail lines are not subject to the 
requirements of this Plan, Council will provide comments to the appropriate authorities on 
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any proposed changes or additions to the rail network or developments that are adjacent 
to a rail corridor. 

Policies 

1. Conflicts between rail facilities and adjacent land uses shall be minimized, 
wherever possible. Where conflicts arise, noise abatement measures will be in 
accordance with Ministry of the Environment standards and the appropriate rail 
company requirements. 

2. The location of the “Conceptual Future Rail Station” at Mulock Drive is not intended 
to be specific and the identification of the final location will be subject to the 
applicable process and will not require an amendment to this Plan (OPA #7). 

3. Any development proposal within 300 metres of a railway corridor may be required 
to undertake a noise study and any development within 75 metres of a railway 
corridor may be required to undertake a vibration study. Measures to mitigate any 
adverse effects from noise and vibration that are identified in the approved studies 
shall be implemented at the applicant’s expense, through the implementing 
subdivision or site plan agreements. 

4. Any development adjacent to a railway corridor will ensure that appropriate safety 
measures such as setbacks, berms and security fencing are provided to the 
satisfaction of the Town and in consultation with the appropriate rail company. 

5. Council shall cooperate with the appropriate agencies and rail companies 
regarding the location, planning, design, construction and safety of the rail 
facilities. 

6. Council shall cooperate with appropriate agencies and the appropriate rail line 
authorities to provide grade-separated rail crossings where feasible. 

7. The provision of rail facilities to industrial areas on the west side of 
Bayview Avenue at Mulock Drive shall be permitted wherever such facilities do not 
create a negative impact on surrounding areas. 

15.5 Parking 

Parking facilities are provided by the Town and private operators, and include metered 
and unmetered on-street parking facilities and general purpose off-street parking facilities. 

Policies 

1. Parking standards, including facilities for persons with disabilities, and reduced 
standards for senior citizens housing, in areas of frequent transit service and/or 
where the mix of uses enables parking to be shared, will be established for all land 
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uses in the Zoning By-law. Adequate off-street parking shall be provided for all 
new development or redevelopment in accordance with the Town’s standards. 

2. On-street parking facilities will only be permitted where such facilities do not 
interfere with traffic flows or create traffic hazards. 

3. Parking areas will have adequate buffering in accordance with the provisions in 
Section 12, Urban Design and Compatibility of this Plan. 

15.6 Active Transportation Network (OPA #11) 

Policies 

1. In all new development and redevelopment, implementation of the Active 
Transportation Network, identified on Schedule D, shall be a priority. 

2. A system of safe and secure pedestrian walkways and/or bicycle facilities within the 
Urban Centres, as well as linkages between the Urban Centres and the existing 
residential neighbourhoods in the Town shall be encouraged. 

3. Sidewalks shall be provided on public road right-of-ways, to encourage walking and 
to create a safe and accessible pedestrian environment throughout the Town. 

4. Bicycle facilities and pedestrian trails and walkways shall be provided throughout 
the parks and open space system in accordance with the conceptual linkages shown 
on Schedule D, Active Transportation Network and Schedule E, Off-Street Trails 
Plan. 

5. Where appropriate and feasible, as existing streets are upgraded and/or maintained 
and new streets are developed, the Town may secure additional right-of-way width 
to accommodate bike facilities and sidewalks. The following widths shall generally 
be required for cycling facilities within the road right-of-way: 

• 1.2 to 2.0 metres. 

6. The off-road network conceptually identified on Schedule D, Active Transportation 
Network and on Schedule E, Off-Street Trails Plan will be developed by the Town 
as funding is available. The following widths will generally be required for local trails 
through to multi-use paths: 

• 1 to 5 metre. 

Where appropriate, or where physical space is limited, cycling and pedestrian 
facilities may be separated. (OPA #11) 

7. The Primary Active Transportation Network will be the highest priority for 
completion, with the Secondary Active Transportation Network as the second 
highest priority. (OPA #11) 
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8. The Primary Active Transportation Network is designed to complement the Regional 
cycling network and assist residents and employees of Newmarket to quickly and 
efficiently access local neighbourhood and community attractors and generators as 
well as transit stations. (OPA #11) 

9. Corridors identified as comprising part of the Primary Active Transportation Network 
within the road ROW within the Urban Centres identified on Schedule D will 
incorporate dedicated bike facilities that are separated from mixed traffic, preferably 
by grade separation or physical barriers, for the majority of their length. (OPA #11) 

10. The Secondary Active Transportation Network is designed to further increase 
accessibility to all Newmarket neighbourhoods and provide direct connections to the 
Primary Network. The Secondary Active Transportation Network will be the second 
highest priority for completion. Corridors identified as comprising part of the 
Secondary Active Transportation Network within the road ROW within the Urban 
Centres identified on Schedule D will incorporate, at a minimum, on-street bike 
facilities. (OPA #11) 

11. For properties within the Urban Centres, rights-of-way required for the completion 
of the active transportation network identified on Schedule D shall be conveyed to 
the Town of Newmarket as a condition of the applicable Planning Act application or, 
in some cases, may be acquired by the Town and the cost of acquisition recovered 
through cost sharing agreement with the benefiting landowner(s). (OPA #11) 

12. Pedestrian and bicycle facilities will provide appropriate widths that allow 
accessibility for person with disabilities, where feasible. (OPA #11) 

13. In addition to designing for accessibility devices, consideration will be given in the 
design of the Active Transportation Network to accommodate emerging modes of 
transportation, including, but not limited to Segway’s, kick bikes, long boards and 
other similar modes. (OPA #11) 

14. A Detailed Trail Implementation Plan will be developed to build upon the 
recommendations of the Town’s Park Policy Development Manual. (OPA #11) 

15. A detailed Active Transportation Plan within the Street Right of Way will be 
developed to prioritize the network, undertake design considerations, including the 
desired street cross-section(s). (OPA #11) 

16. Minor changes to the location or alignment of the Active Transportation Network 
identified on Schedule D or the Off Street Trails Plan, identified on Schedule E will 
not require an amendment to the Plan provided the general intent and purpose of 
the route is maintained. (OPA #11) 
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15.7 Accessibility 

Accessibility issues are found in all aspects of daily living, making it essential to the 
planning and development of Newmarket that the built form provides for easy access by 
persons with disabilities. Safe and accessible streets, sidewalks, parks, public transit and 
community facilities are among the key issues that must be addressed in order to ensure 
that Newmarket is a fully accessible community. 

Policies 

1. Council will support the development of integrated, accessible services, programs 
and facilities that improve the mobility of persons with disabilities. 

2. Council will consult with the Newmarket Accessibility Advisory Committee to 
ensure that accessibility issues and priorities are reviewed and policy, program 
and service direction is provided to Town departments and area businesses. 

15.8 Streetscaping 

Providing additional opportunities for alternative transportation choices helps to support 
a healthy and sustainable community, while beautification of the public realm helps to 
enhance the Town’s cultural heritage.  Effective streetscaping can help facilitate use of 
alternative transportation modes that may further benefits for a healthy community while 
also instilling a sense of civic pride. Creating and incorporating pedestrian and transit 
oriented designs for redevelopment opportunities, particularly within Urban Centres, can 
be influenced by streetscaping elements. Streetscaping elements such as trees, 
landscaping, lamp posts, pavers, benches, banners and other street furniture 
contributes to the aesthetics of streets reflecting the character of the adjacent built form. 
As the main entry points into the Town, streetscaping also is an important component in 
the development of streets into gateways that may be based on a particular principle, 
idea or theme.  Streetscaping shall primarily occur on arterial roads and collector roads 
as shown on Schedule C – Transportation Plan. 

15.8.1 Class A Sections 

Urban Centres are meant to accommodate the broadest diversity of use, greatest level 
of activity and highest quality of design. Streetscaping along the highest traffic arterials 
within Urban Centres should reflect and support the surrounding form and function in 
addition to encouraging alternative transportation modes.  Class A streetscaping 
sections are then those portions of Yonge Street and Davis Drive that are within Urban 
Centres, as shown on Schedule C – Transportation Plan. The policies of Section 12.6 
shall also apply in addition to the Class “A” policies of this section. 

Policies 

1. Streetscaping along Class A sections shall reflect and support the form and 
function of the Urban Centres. 
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2. Streetscaping elements may include but are not limited to softscape and 
hardscape items, such as trees, plantings, lamp posts, pavers, benches, banners 
and other street furniture. 

3. Streetscaping shall encourage the use of alternative transportation modes and 
promote pedestrian-oriented and transit-oriented development within the Urban 
Centres.  Design particulars should concentrate on user safety while 
incorporating superior and unique design elements that complements the Urban 
Centres. 

4. Streetscaping shall be prominent at Gateway locations to help establish a higher 
sense of awareness and arrival into the Town that uniquely reflects the form and 
function of the Urban Centres. Similarly, streetscaping elements should also be 
arranged to highlight entrances and connections to trails as shown on Schedule 
E – Off-Street Trails Plan. 

5. Council may establish a program, in cooperation with the Region of York, that 
further details streetscaping implementation along Class A sections. 

6. Streetscaping along Class A sections shall be coordinated with the Region of 
York. 

15.8.2 Class B Sections 

Highly traveled portions and entry points into the Town are ideal locations to provide for 
alternative transportation choices while also contributing to civic pride. Class B 
streetscaping sections are then those arterial roads outside of Urban Centres and local 
municipal collector roads, as shown on Schedule C – Transportation Plan.  The policies 
of Section 12.6 shall also apply in addition to the Class “B” policies of this section. 

Policies 

1. Streetscaping elements may include but are not limited to softscape and 
hardscape items, such as trees, plantings, lamp posts, pavers, benches, banners 
and other street furniture. 

2. Streetscaping shall encourage the use of alternative transportation modes. 
Design particulars should concentrate on user safety while incorporating uniform 
design elements that are reflective of the surrounding neighbourhood. 

3. Streetscaping shall be prominent at Gateway locations to help establish a higher 
sense of awareness and arrival into the Town that is unique to the surrounding 
neighbourhood. Similarly, streetscaping elements should also be arranged to 
highlight entrances and connections to trails as shown on Schedule E – Off-
Street Trails Plan. 

4. Council may establish a program further detailing streetscaping implementation 
along Class B sections. 
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5. Streetscaping along arterial roads in Class B sections shall be coordinated with 
the Region of York. 

15.8.3 Special Study Area 

A Special Study Area requires further design analysis as a prominent location to the 
Northwest Newmarket community, located generally northwest of Yonge Street and 
Davis Drive. The Special Study Area is shown on Schedule C – Transportation Plan. 

Policy 

1. In addition to Class ‘A’ and Class ‘B’ streetscaping policies, and prior to the 
approval of subdivision and/or site plans for lands which abut Davis Drive and the 
western property boundary of Upper Canada Mall, a design analysis shall be 
undertaken to the satisfaction of the Town, in consultation with other agencies, 
which addresses the following: 

• The interface between the development lands, Davis Drive and Upper 
Canada Mall; 

• The entrance into the Town of Newmarket at Davis Drive and Bathurst 
Street; 

• Urban design elements such as landscape treatments, built form, 
preservation of vistas, and pedestrian access. 
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Part IV – Implementation 

16.0 Implementation 

The Implementation Section of the Plan provides a description of the tools that 
Newmarket can use to implement its Official Plan. Basic planning tools, including zoning 
by-laws and subdivision control, along with more specialized planning tools, such as 
holding by-laws and bonus by-laws will ensure that Newmarket can achieve its planning 
goals and objectives. Policies for non-conforming uses, monitoring and review of the Plan 
and interpretation are also established in this section. 

16.1 Basic Planning Tools 

The Planning Act provides a variety of tools to help municipalities deal with the 
development approval process. These basic tools are zoning by-laws, subdivision 
control, minor variances, site plan control and consents. 

16.1.1 Zoning By-laws 

Policies 

1. This Official Plan shall be implemented through the enactment of Zoning By-laws 
in conformity with the provisions of this Plan and pursuant to the Planning Act. 

2. A Zoning By-law may impose conditions on the use of land or the erection, location 
or use of buildings or structures as prescribed in a Regulation to the Planning Act. 

3. In considering an amendment to the Zoning By-law, Council shall be satisfied that: 

a. the proposed change is in conformity with this Plan; 

b. the proposed use is compatible with adjacent uses, and where necessary, 
buffering is provided to ensure visual separation and compatibility between 
uses; 

c. potential nuisance effects upon adjacent uses are mitigated; 

d. adequate municipal services are available; 

e. the size of the lot is appropriate for the proposed use; 

f. the site has adequate road access and the boundary roads can 
accommodate the traffic generated; 

g. the on-site parking, loading and circulation facilities are adequate; and, 

h. public notice has been given in accordance with the Planning Act. 
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16.1.2  Subdivision Control 

Policies 

1. All lands within the Town shall be subject to subdivision control pursuant to the 
Planning Act. 

2. The provisions of the Planning Act relating to subdivision control, including 
subdivision agreements, shall be used by Council to ensure that the land use 
designations and policies of this Plan are complied with, and that a high standard 
of layout and design is maintained in all development. 

3. Council shall recommend for approval only those plans of subdivision which 
conform to the following criteria: 

a. the plan of subdivision conforms with the policies of this Plan; 

b. adequate servicing, including water supply, sewage disposal facilities, 
storm water drainage, solid waste collection and disposal, and roads can 
be provided; and, 

c. the Town is able to provide necessary municipal services without imposing 
undue increases in taxation on all residents. 

16.1.3  Minor Variances 

Policy 

1. Applications for minor variances shall be considered by the Committee of 
Adjustment on the basis of compliance with the Planning Act and general intent 
and purpose of this Plan and the Zoning By-law. 

16.1.4  Site Plan Control 

Policies 

1. Site Plan Control may be used by Council to ensure that: 

a. the land use designations and policies of this Plan are implemented; and, 

b. a high standard of site layout and design is achieved in all development. 

2. The entire Town is defined as a Site Plan Control Area pursuant to the Planning 
Act.  Council may: 

a. exempt development which would otherwise be subject to site plan approval 
where it considers such approval to be unnecessary due to the type or scale 
of development proposed; 

b. require site plan approval as a condition of subdivision agreement; and, 

c. require site plan approval as a condition of any decision of the Committee 
of Adjustment. 
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Report/Studies/Drawings 
Requirements 

Official Plan 
or Zoning By-

law 
Amendment 

Plan of 
Subdivision 

Plan of 
Condominium 

Site Plan 
Application 

Source Water Impact 
Assessment and Mitigation 
Plan 

• • 

Grading 

High Level Grading Plan • • 

Detailed Grading Plan • • 

Landscape Plans 

High Level Concept 
Landscape Plan 

• • 

Detailed Landscape Plan • • 
Landscape Details • • 
Planting Plan • • 

Electrical 

Lighting/Photometric Plan • • 

Planning 

Planning Justification Report 
(PJR) 

• • 

Zoning Matrix • • • • 

Servicing 

High Level Servicing Plan • 

Detailed Servicing Plan • • 

Functional Servicing Report 
with Stormwater 
Management Report and LID 

• • • • 

Site Plan 

Detailed Site Plan with 
Ontario Building Code Data 
Matrix 

• • 

Concept Site Plan • • 

Survey 
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Report/Studies/Drawings 
Requirements 

Official Plan 
or Zoning By-

law 
Amendment 

Plan of 
Subdivision 

Plan of 
Condominium 

Site Plan 
Application 

Up-to-date Plan of Survey • • • • 
Transportation Reports 

Traffic/Transportation 
Impact Report/Statement 
with Parking Study and 
Vehicular and Pedestrian 
Connectivity 

• • • • 

Tree Preservation, 
Protection & Replacement 
Plan 

Arborist Report with Tree 
Survey 

• • • • 

Tree Inventory Map/Plan • • • • 
Tree Report Form • • • • 
Utilities 

Full Size Composite Utility 
Plan 

• • • 

1. The reports identified above shall be submitted in support of an application at the 
earliest point in the planning process as is applicable to the application under 
consideration, e.g., submitted at the official plan application stage, notwithstanding 
the need for a zoning by-law and site plan application. 

2. Where appropriate, the Town may waive or vary the information required to 
accompany a development application. 

3. The materials marked by “•” in Table 3 Mandatory Reports/Studies/Drawings 
Required for a Complete Application shall accompany a development application 
for complete submission. However, this is not intended to preclude the Town from 
requiring additional reports, studies or drawings that may be identified in pre-
consultation, the review of the application, or as a result of any updates to 
legislation, plans or policies and where such information is needed by the Town to 
inform the decision-making process. 

In addition to the mandatory requirements listed in Table 3: Mandatory Reports/Studies 
Required for a Complete Application, the Town may, when identified in pre-consultation, 
require any of the following reports, studies, or drawings to be submitted for a complete 
application. 
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Table 4: Other Reports/Studies/Drawings Required for a Complete 
Application (OPA #37) 

Other Reports/Studies/Drawings 

Official Plan 
and Zoning 

By-Law 
Amendment 

Plan of 
Subdivision 

Plan of 
Condo 

Site Plan 
Application 

Construction, Sediment, and 
Erosion Control 

Erosion & Sediment Control Plan 
• 

Detailed Architectural Design 
Plans 

Concept elevations and/or 
renderings 

• • • • 

Parking Structure Plans • • 
Environmental Reports 

Environmental Impact Assessment • • • • 
Phase Two Environmental Site 
Assessment (if required) 

• • • • 

Record of Site Condition (if 
required) 

• • • • 

Section 59 (Sourcewater 
protection) Notice, requirement 
confirmed by the Region 

• • • • 

Sustainable Development Report 
(in accordance with the Urban 
Centres Secondary Plan) (can be 
included in PJR) 

• • 

Noise & Vibration Assessment 
Study 

• 

Grading 

Detailed Grading Plan 
• 

Electrical 

Electric Site Plan • • 

Lighting Impact Study • • • 

Electric Vehicle Charging Station 
Brief 

• • • 

Urban Design 

Building Mass Model • • • • 
Checklist from Urban Design 
Guidelines 

• • • 

Shadow Study • • • • 
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Other Reports/Studies/Drawings 

Official Plan 
and Zoning 

By-Law 
Amendment 

Plan of 
Subdivision 

Plan of 
Condo 

Site Plan 
Application 

Streetscape Plan • • • • 

Transitional Angular Plane Analysis 
(in accordance with the Urban 
Centres Secondary Plan) 

• • • • 

Urban Design and Landscaping Plan • • • 

Viewshed Analysis • • • • 

Planning 

Communication Implementation 
Plan (in accordance with the 
Urban Centres Secondary Plan) 
(can be included within PJR) 

• 

Compatibility Analysis, including a 
neighbourhood cross section 

• • • • 

Survey 

Topographical Survey extending 
5m beyond property lines 

• • • 

Transportation Reports 

Drive-through Air Quality and 
Stacking and Queueing Report 

• • 

Parking Report and/or 
Justification Study 

• • • • 

Sign Inventory and Pavement 
Marking Plans 

• • 

Transportation Demand 
Management Strategy 

• • • • 

Tree Preservation, Protection & 
Replacement Plan 

Vegetation Enhancement Strategy • • 

Other Reports 

Air Quality Impact Study • • • • 
Archaeological Assessment • • 
Cultural Heritage Impact 
Assessment 

• • 

127 
Town of Newmarket Official Plan 



 
  

   

  

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

  
        

        

         

         

        

         

 
  

        

        

  
     

  
  

        

 
  
  

        

   
 

        

 
 

    

          
            

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

    

Other Reports/Studies/Drawings 

Official Plan 
and Zoning 

By-Law 
Amendment 

Plan of 
Subdivision 

Plan of 
Condo 

Site Plan 
Application 

Hydrogeological Study (if required 
by Geotechnical Report) and 
Hydrological Study 

• • • • 

Geotechnical Report • 
Letter of Reliance • • • 
Market Impact Study • • 
Pedestrian-level Wind Study • • 
Soil Management Report • • 
Soils, Slope Stability, Erosion and 
Flood Risk Study 

• • • • 

Solar Design Strategy • • • 
Source Water Protection Study 
including a Risk Assessment and 
conceptual and Detailed Risk 
Management Plan (CWA) 

• • • • 

Waste Disposal Site Impact 
Assessment in accordance with 
Section 10.3 of this Plan 

• • • • 

Risk Assessment/Rail Safety 
Report 

• • • • 

16.2 Specialized Planning Tools 

In addition to the basic planning tools, the Planning Act permits the use of more 
specialized mechanism that contribute to the growth and development of the Town. 
These more specialized measures include: 

• Holding By-laws; 

• Bonus By-laws; 

• Interim Control By-laws; 

• Temporary Use By-laws; 

• Property Standards; 

• Land Acquisition; and, 

• Demolition Control. 

16.2.1  Holding By-laws 
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Policies 

1. Council may enact holding by-laws in accordance with the Planning Act, in order 
to limit or prevent the use of certain lands until such time as Council is satisfied 
with the provisions of this Plan. 

2. Holding by-laws shall identify the future use of lands in accordance with this Plan 
and shall identify the holding restriction by affixing an "H" prefix to the zoning 
category applicable to the lands. 

3. Holding by-laws shall specify the uses (and any additional applicable regulations) 
which will be permitted while the holding provision is in effect, provided that such 
interim uses do not conflict with the future use of the lands. 

4. Prior to removing the holding provision, Council or its designate shall be satisfied 
that: 

a. adequate servicing, and transportation improvements are provided; 

b. all requirements of the Town have been satisfied; 

c. all necessary subdivision or development agreements have been entered 
into, and that the conditions of these agreements have been, or will be met; 
and, 

d. the development satisfies all other relevant policies of this Plan. 

5. Council may by by-law delegate its authority to remove holding provisions to the 
Director of Planning and Building Services or his or her designate. 

16.2.2  Bonus By-laws 

Policies 

1. Development standards may be incorporated into the Zoning By-law to permit 
increases in the height and/or density of development, where such development 
provides community benefits above and beyond what would otherwise be required 
under the Provisions of the Planning Act or Development Charges Act, including: 

a. housing for low and moderate income groups, senior citizens, handicapped 
or other special needs groups, beyond that required by the York Region 
Official Plan; (OPA #10) 

b. the preservation of areas, sites, buildings or structures of historical, 
architectural or archaeological merit; 

c. community or open space facilities such as community centres, parks, 
pedestrian/bicycle linkages and day care centres; 

d. streetscape improvements; or, 
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e. other local improvements that contribute to achieving the building, 
landscape, and urban design objectives of Council as set out in this Plan 
and supporting guideline documents. 

2. Increased height and/or density provisions enacted in the Zoning By-law as 
outlined above shall specify the development standards that would apply where 
increases are to be permitted in accordance with this Plan. 

3. Council shall require the execution of agreements for developments which include 
increased height and/or density. 

16.2.3  Interim Control By-laws 

Policy 

1. Council may enact interim control by-laws in accordance with the Planning Act, in 
order to limit or prohibit the use of certain lands until a review or study of the land 
use planning policies affecting those lands has been undertaken. 
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16.2.4 Temporary Use By-laws 

Policies 

1. Council or its designate may enact temporary use by-laws in accordance with the 
Planning Act, in order to allow lands to be zoned for uses otherwise prohibited in 
the Zoning By-law, on a temporary basis. 

2. In considering temporary use by-laws, Council or its designate shall be satisfied 
that: 

a. the proposed development or redevelopment is consistent with the 
temporary nature of the use; 

b. the proposed use is compatible with adjacent uses and, where necessary, 
buffering is provided to ensure visual separation and compatibility between 
uses; 

c. the size of the lot and/or building is appropriate for the proposed use; and, 

d. adequate services are available. 

3. Council may by by-law delegate its authority to permit temporary use to the Director 
of Planning and Building Services or his or her designate. 

16.2.5  Property Standards 

Policies 

1. The safety and maintenance of all properties in the Town will occur through the 
enforcement of the Town’s Property Maintenance and Occupancy Standards By-
law passed under the Building Code Act. 

2. Council may require, with the Property Maintenance and Occupancy Standards 
By-law, that a property that does not conform to that by-law be repaired and 
maintained to the standards of the By-law, or prohibit occupancy of that property, 
or may order the property to be cleared and graded. 

Program 

1. Council may make or grant loans to owners for the repair or demolition of 
properties in accordance with the Planning Act. 

16.2.6  Land Acquisition 

Policy 

1. Council may acquire and hold lands within the Town for the purposes of 
implementing this Plan in accordance with the provisions of the Planning Act. 
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16.2.7  Demolition Control 

Policy 

1. Where a Property Maintenance and Occupancy Standards By-law identified by this 
Plan is in effect, Council may enact a by-law creating an area(s) of demolition 
control pursuant to the Planning Act. 

16.3 Non-conforming Uses 

Policies 

1. In accordance with the Planning Act, the following uses which are not in conformity 
with the land use designations of this Plan may be recognized as legal 
non-conforming uses: 

a. any land, building or structure lawfully in existence on the date of passage 
of any Zoning By-law to implement this Plan, provided that it continues to 
be used for that purpose; or, 

b. any building or structure for which a building permit has been issued under 
the Building Code Act prior to the date of passage of any Zoning By-law to 
implement this Plan, provided that it is erected and used for that purpose, 
and that the building permit is not otherwise revoked. 

2. Non-conforming uses shall be encouraged to relocate or redevelop so that the land 
may be developed in conformity with this Plan and the Zoning By-law. 

3. Council may consider the feasibility and desirability of acquiring any legal 
non-conforming use and disposing, exchanging or holding such use in accordance 
with the Planning Act. 

4. Applications for the extension or enlargement of a legal non-conforming use may 
be permitted by amendment to the Zoning By-law, or by application to the 
Committee of Adjustment, in accordance with the Planning Act. 

5. An established use that existed prior to the passing of a Zoning By-law and that 
does not conform to the land use policies and designations of this Plan, may be 
zoned in accordance with the existing non-conforming use provided that: 

a. the zoning of such non-conforming use will not permit any significant 
change of use that will be detrimental to any existing conforming uses; 

b. the non-conforming use does not constitute a danger to surrounding uses 
by virtue of their hazardous nature or the traffic they generate; 

c. the non-conforming use does not pollute the environment to the extent of 
interfering in the natural use of the property; and, 
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d. the non-conforming use does not interfere with the continued development 
of adjacent conforming uses. 

16.4 Monitoring and Review 

Policies in this section provide the framework necessary to ensure that the Official Plan 
will remain effective over the long-term. 

Policies 

1. This Plan will undergo a comprehensive review within a minimum of five years, the 
purpose of which shall be to measure the achievement of the Official Plan's policies 
against its goals and to revise the goals, policies and methods of implementation 
where necessary. 

2. The review will ensure that the goals and policies of this Plan remain realistic and 
shall determine how well the policies are being implemented. 

3. As a result of the monitoring and review process, this Plan may be amended. 

16.5 Interpretation 

The policies in this section provide guidance for the interpretation of the text, schedules 
and tables of this Plan. 

Policies 

1. The Town of Newmarket Official Plan is comprised of Sections 1 to 16 and 
Schedules A to F inclusive. This Plan should be read as a whole to understand its 
intent as a policy guide for priority setting and decision making. 

2. This Official Plan is intended to serve as a guideline for the planning and 
development of the Town and should be interpreted on that basis. 

3. All numbers and quantities shown in this Official Plan shall be considered to be 
approximate. Technical revisions to this Official Plan are permitted without Official 
Plan amendments provided they do not change the intent of the Plan. 

Technical Amendments include: 

a. Changing the numbering, cross-referencing and arrangement of the text, 
tables, schedules and maps; 

b. altering punctuation or language for consistency; 

c. correcting grammatical, dimensional and boundary, mathematical or 
typographical errors; 

d. adding technical information to maps or schedules. 
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4. An amendment to this Official Plan shall be required where a policy, designation, 
schedule or principle is added, deleted or significantly altered. 

5. The boundaries of the land use designations on Schedule A, Land Use Plan, shall 
be considered approximate, except where they coincide with roads, railways, lot 
and concession lines, or other definitive features. 

6. Where the general intent of this Official Plan is maintained, minor boundary 
adjustments shall not require an amendment. 

7. Where the land use designations shown on Schedule A, Land Use Plan, are 
delineated by symbols, their extent and location in specific development 
applications may be considered flexible, in accordance with the other policies and 
the general intent of this Official Plan, and shall not require an amendment. 

8. For the exact delineation and location of water features and Floodplain boundaries 
shown on the Schedules of this Official Plan, reference should be made to the Lake 
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority mapping and regulations. 

9. Permitted uses included in this Official Plan are intended to illustrate the range of 
activities in each respective land use designation rather than a complete list of 
uses. Specific uses shall be defined in the implementing Zoning By-law. 

10. The delineation of land uses, roads and other features on the Schedules of this 
Official Plan, or textual references to such features, shall not be interpreted as a 
commitment by Council to provide roads or services at the location indicated in a 
certain period of time. 

11. References to any legislation, authority or agency which ceases to exist 
subsequent to the preparation of this Official Plan, and to whom responsibilities 
relating to this Plan or its implementation are charged, shall be transferred to any 
subsequent legislation, authority or agency which assume responsibility without 
requiring an amendment to this Plan. 

12. Where definitions are not provided, the definitions of the Provincial Policy 
Statement shall apply to interpret policies of the Plan. 

13. This Official Plan shall be referred to as the Town of Newmarket Official Plan. 

16.6 Transition (OPA # 29) 

Policies 

1. Notwithstanding the policies of OPA No. 29, applications for Official Plan 

Amendment, Zoning By-law Amendment, Draft Plan of Subdivision or 

Condominium approval or Site Plan approval which were deemed complete and 
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still in process prior to approval of OPA No. 29, or which were approved by the 

Town or the Ontario Land Tribunal (formerly Local Planning Appeal Tribunal), are 

required to conform only with the policies in force at the time of the complete 

application or approval until the date OPA No. 29 is approved. 

2. Where an application for Official Plan Amendment or Zoning By-law Amendment 

referenced in Policy 16.6.1 was approved by Council before or after OPA 29 

comes into effect, any further applications required under the Planning Act or the 

Condominium Act, 1998 to implement the approved Official Plan Amendment or 

Zoning By-law Amendment referenced in Policy 16.6.1 are not subject to OPA 

29. 
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Schedules A to I 

Schedule A – Land Use Plan 

Schedule B – Natural Heritage System 

Schedule C – Transportation Plan 

Schedule D – Active Transportation Network 

Schedule E – Off-Street Trails Plan 

Schedule F – Community Improvement Policy Area Plan 

Schedule G – Wellhead Protection Areas 

Schedule H – Old Main Street Tertiary Plan Area (OPA # 22) 

Schedule I – Residential Character Areas 

Oak Ridges Moraine (OPA # 28) 
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