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From: Rundle, Steffanie 
To: Rundle, Steffanie 
Cc: Nykoluk, Mark; Gagliardi, Anthony 
Subject: Notice of Traffic Change: Yonge Street Improvements, Town of Newmarket and Town of East Gwillimbury 
Date: September 14, 2026 10:52:57 AM 
Attachments: Map_Yonge Street Traffic Shift_September 2026.png 

Notice of Traffic Change 
Yonge Street Improvements 
Town of Newmarket, Town of East Gwillimbury 

On Tuesday, September 15, 2026, traffic operations are changing on Yonge Street 
between Davis Drive and London Road to accommodate construction. 

This change is part of the Yonge Street widening and improvement project from Davis Drive 
to Green Lane in the Town of Newmarket and Town of East Gwillimbury 

Description 

Traffic lanes are shifting to the east side of Yonge Street between Davis Drive and 

London Road to accommodate construction on the west side of the road 

Traffic lanes will remain on the west side of Yonge Street between London Road and 

Green Lane, with watermain work continuing near Bristol Road 

Traffic Impacts 

Traffic lanes shifting to the east side of Yonge Street between Davis Drive and 

London Road 

Traffic lanes shifting to the west side of Yonge Street between London Road and 

Green Lane 

Two lanes maintained in each direction throughout the corridor with turning lanes 

Access to driveways and entrances maintained 

Night and weekend work as required 

Lane reductions outside of peak travel times as required 

Pedestrian Impacts 

Yonge Street from Davis Drive to Kingston Road: pedestrians will use the new 

sidewalk on the east side 

Yonge Street from Kingston Road to Green Lane: pedestrians will continue to use the 

sidewalk on the west side 

Key Dates 

https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Ga0vCzvOroiRM9XWh4f77i9HGps?domain=york.ca
https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Ga0vCzvOroiRM9XWh4f77i9HGps?domain=york.ca
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Traffic shift between Davis Drive and London Road starts Tuesday, September 15, 
2026 

Widening Yonge Street from four to six lanes is expected to be completed by late 

2027 

Work may be rescheduled due to weather or to accommodate other work underway in the 
area. York Region will provide advance notice whenever possible. 

Contacts 
Anthony Gagliardi, Construction Administrator, at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 78015 or 
anthony.gagliardi@york.ca
Mark Nykoluk, Senior Project Manager, at 1-877-464-9675 ext. 75938 or 
mark.nykoluk@york.ca 

For general inquiries, please visit york.ca/RoadConstruction and contact us at 1-877-464-
9675 or transportation@york.ca 

You are receiving this email as part of York Region’s commitment to keep road partners, 
municipal colleagues and interested parties informed of traffic impacts and project updates. 

Please communicate this information with your colleagues as appropriate. 

Steffanie Rundle (she/her) | Communications and Engagement Associate 
Sustainability, Communications and Innovation, Public Works 

The Regional Municipality of York | 17250 Yonge Street | Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 
C:905-716-7550 | Steffanie.Rundle@york.ca | york.ca | 

Our Mission: Working together to serve our thriving communities – today and 
tomorrow 

mailto:anthony.gagliardi@york.ca
mailto:mark.nykoluk@york.ca
https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CfSACBNZVyfV7BxWfNiyyi2yr8M?domain=york.ca
mailto:transportation@york.ca
mailto:Steffanie.Rundle@york.ca
https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/dHUVCD1jXAsB507YUZsGGijTAf7?domain=york.ca/
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Township of Blandford-Blenheim 
47 Wilmot Street South 
Drumbo, Ontario N0J 1G0 

Phone: 519-463-5347 
Fax: 519-463-5881 
Website: www.blandfordblenheim.ca  

September 17th, 2026 

To: Premier of Ontario 
Doug Ford 
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON 
M7A 1A1 

Sent via email. 

Re: Review of Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 
Planning Decisions 
Dear Premier Ford, 

Please be advised that at the Regular Meeting of Council held on Wednesday, 
September 16th, 2026, the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Blandford-
Blenheim carried the following resolution: 
Resolution No. 2026-09-16-08 
Moved by – Councillor Demarest 
Seconded by – Councillor Young 

Be it hereby resolved that the Corporation of the Township of Blandford-Blenheim 
receive the correspondence from Town of Ingersoll and Town of Blue Mountains 
regarding Review of OLT and Enhancing Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions; 
and, 

That Council support the resolution regarding Review of OLT and Enhancing Deference 
to Municipal Planning Decisions; and further, 
That the resolution be circulated to Ontario municipalities, Oxford MPP Ernie 
Hardeman, all relevant ministries, and the provincial government. 

.Carried 

If you have any questions regarding the resolution of Council, please contact the 
undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Matheson 
Director of Corporate Services / Clerk 
Township of Blandford-Blenheim 
smatheson@blandfordblenheim.ca 

cc: Ontario Municipalities 
Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ernie Hardeman, Member of Provincial Parliament for Oxford 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

mailto:smatheson@blandfordblenheim.ca
www.blandfordblenheim.ca


 

  

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

    
 

 

August 13, 2026 

Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 

6 

Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Re: Town of Ingersoll Resolution - Review of OLT and Enhancing Deference to 
Municipal Planning Decisions 

Dear Premier Ford, 

Please be advised that at their regular meeting on August 10, 2026, Council of the 
Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll adopted the following resolution: 

Resolution # 2026-230 

Moved by Councillor Eus; seconded by Councillor Bowman 

THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll receive the 
correspondence from the Town of the Blue Mountains regarding Review of OLT and 
Enhancing Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions; 

AND THAT Council support the resolution regarding Review of OLT and Enhancing 
Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions; 

AND THAT the resolution be forwarded to other municipalities in Ontario, Oxford 
MPP Ernie Hardeman, all relevant ministries, and the provincial government. 

CARRIED 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Kind regards, 

Julie Clayton 

Julie Clayton 
Deputy Clerk 

cc: Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ernie Hardeman, Member of Provincial Parliament for Oxford 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All municipalities in Ontario 

130 Oxford St | Ingersoll Ontario N5C 2V5 | Tel: 519-485-0120 | Fax: 519-485-3542 | www.ingersoll.ca 

www.ingersoll.ca
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The Town of The Blue Mountains 
Council Meeting 

Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby 

Date: Monday, July 13, 2026 

Time: 6:16 PM 

Moved by: Councillor Hope 

Seconded by: Councillor Porter 

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information the June 25, 2026, correspondence 
from Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby, and supports the June 22, 2026 Town of 
Whitby Council resolution regarding a Review of Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 
Planning Decisions; 

AND THAT Council directs staff to circulate this resolution of support to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Local Members of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities (AMO) 
and all Ontario Municipalities for consideration and support 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1 

The motion is Carried 

YES: 6 

Deputy Mayor Bordignon Councillor Ardiel Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell 
Councillor McKinlay Councillor Porter 

NO: 0 

ABSENT: 1 

Mayor Matrosovs 
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Town of Whitby 
575 Rossland Road East, 
Whitby, ON L1N 2M8 
905.430.4300 
whitby.ca 

June 25, 2026 

Via Email 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
premier@ontario.ca 

Re: Review of the Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 
Planning Decisions 

Please be advised that at its meeting held on June 22, 2026, the Council of the Town of 
Whitby adopted the following as Resolution # 166-26: 

Whereas local councils are elected by residents to make planning decisions that 
reflect the needs and priorities of their communities; 

Whereas municipalities rely on extensive public consultation, professional 
planning advice, engineering studies, and technical reports when making land-
use decisions; 

Whereas the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) has the authority to overturn municipal 
planning decisions, often requiring municipalities to spend significant taxpayer 
dollars defending decisions that have already undergone a thorough local review 
process; 

Whereas lengthy and costly appeals can delay housing projects, consume 
municipal resources, and reduce the ability of municipalities to focus on 
delivering services to residents; and, 

Whereas local governments should have greater certainty and authority when 
decisions are consistent with approved Official Plans, provincial policies, and 
sound planning principles. 

Now Therefore be it Resolved: 

1. That the Government of Ontario be requested to review the role and 
mandate of the Ontario Land Tribunal to ensure greater respect for 
municipal planning decisions that are supported by evidence, public 
consultation, and approved planning policies; 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
https://whitby.ca
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Township of Southgate Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1 Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0 Web: www.southgate.ca 

September 17, 2026 

Re: Support for Doubling of the Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund 
Beyond 2026 

Please be advised that at its regular meeting held on September 16, 2026, Council of 
the Corporation of the Township of Southgate approved the following: 

No. 2026-344 
Moved By Councillor Shipston 
Seconded By Deputy Mayor Dobreen 

Be it resolved that Staff Report CAO2026-022 be received for information; and 
WHEREAS recent municipal infrastructure funding programs by the Government of 
Canada and Province of Ontario have tended to prioritize growth-related or housing-
enabling infrastructure projects over infrastructure renewal needs; and 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has regulated municipal infrastructure asset 
management through O. Reg 588/17 (Asset Management Planning for Municipal 
Infrastructure) under the Infrastructure for Jobs and Prosperity Act, 2015; and 
WHEREAS municipal asset management plans and the Financial Accountability Office 
of Ontario have identified that municipalities have significant state-of-good-repair 
backlogs and renewal needs for infrastructure; and 
WHEREAS the Government of Ontario doubled the Ontario Community Infrastructure 
Fund (OCIF) from $200M/year to $400M/year for 2021-2026 but has not publicly 
committed to maintaining this level of funding beyond 2026; and 
WHEREAS the OCIF has become a vital and indispensable resource for municipalities, 
assisting them with improving their asset management programs and meeting 
community-preserving infrastructure renewal needs; and 
WHEREAS increased geopolitical uncertainty is threatening the economic prosperity 
of Canada, Ontario, and every municipality; and 
WHEREAS municipal infrastructure is a key enabler and preserver of economic 
prosperity; and 
WHEREAS the Municipal Finance Officers’ Association of Ontario (MFOA) has heard 
from its members and their municipalities concerns regarding the potential erosion of 
existing municipal infrastructure and thus service levels in light of the ongoing focus 
on housing-enabling infrastructure by grant funding programs; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Southgate supports 
MFOA’s letter to the Ministry of Infrastructure requesting that the doubling of the 
Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund be made permanent in advance of the 
allocations for the 2027 calendar year, helping municipalities to continue building 
housing enabling infrastructure while preserving the economic value provided by 
existing infrastructure. 

Carried 

If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110, ext 233.  

1 | P a g e 

http://www.southgate.ca/
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Sincerely, 

Holly Malynyk, Deputy Clerk 
Township of Southgate 

Encl: MFOA Letter to the Ministry of Infrastructure requesting the doubling of the 
Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) be made permanent 

CC: 
Hon. Todd McCarthy, Acting Minister of Infrastructure 
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance 
All 444 Municipalities in Ontario 

2 | P a g e 
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Hon. Todd McCarthy 
Acting Minister of Infrastructure 
5th Floor 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

June 25, 2026 
Dear Minister McCarthy, 

RE: Making permanent the doubling of the Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund 
(OCIF) that is scheduled to end after the 2026 allocation 

I am writing on behalf of the Municipal Finance Officers’ Association of Ontario, and the 
municipalities it serves, to request that the Government of Ontario make permanent the five-
year doubling of the Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) from $200 million/year 
to $400 million/year in advance of the 2027 OCIF allocation calculations. 

The Municipal Finance Officers’ Association of Ontario (MFOA) is the professional 
association of municipal finance officers with more than 2,300 individual members. We 
represent individuals who are responsible for handling the financial affairs of municipalities 
and who are key advisors to councils. MFOA is a strong advocate for best practices that 
encourage long-term fiscal sustainability, including long-term financial planning and asset 
management planning. 

In recent years, governments at all levels have reoriented their priorities to address the 
ongoing housing crisis, with heightened attention on growth-related infrastructure and 
increasing housing production. Application-based or incentive-based funding programs for 
municipalities have placed greater emphasis on growth-related or housing-enabling capital 
projects (e.g., Development Charge Reduction Program, Building Communities Strong Fund 
– Community Stream, Municipal Housing Infrastructure Program, Building Faster Fund). 
OCIF remains one of the few federal or provincial funding programs where the focus 
remains primarily on the preservation and renewal of existing infrastructure to maintain or 
improve municipal service levels. 

With support from the Government of Ontario and MFOA, municipalities have made 
significant improvements to their municipal asset management plans and programs. The 
Government of Ontario introduced O. Reg 588/17 (Asset Management Planning for 
Municipal Infrastructure) in late 2017, which provided a standard framework for 
infrastructure planning. To support the transition to O. Reg. 588/17, MFOA has partnered 
with the Government of Ontario on many asset management initiatives, including guides, 
workshops, direct consulting support and other resources. As a result of these and 
significant municipal efforts, most municipalities in Ontario have an asset management 
inventory that identifies their infrastructure assets, including conditions, replacement costs 
and renewal schedules of those assets. 

2169 Queen Street East, 2nd Floor, Toronto, Ontario M4L 1J1   T: 416-362-9001  F: 416-362-9226 
www.mfoa.on.ca   www.oneinvestment.ca 

www.oneinvestment.ca
www.mfoa.on.ca
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By leveraging municipal asset management plans in 2020, the Financial Accountability 
Office of Ontario estimated the state-of-good-repair backlog to be $52.1 billion for core 
municipal infrastructure. That is an estimated cost of restoring such infrastructure to a ‘good’ 
condition. The report notably focused primarily on core assets and thus likely understated 
the full extent of the backlog. Addressing this should not be a priority that falls by the 
wayside due to an increased focus on growth-related capital projects by other funding 
programs. OCIF’s flexible design provides municipalities with the opportunity to fund asset 
management staff, which can improve data and analysis quality, and it provides a critical 
means by which municipalities address the infrastructure funding challenges identified in 
their asset management plans. 

In 2021, the Government of Ontario doubled OCIF for a five-year period. Minister Surma, in 
announcing that initiative, commented that the Government of Ontario was “providing 
stability and predictability to small, rural and northern communities as they repair, upgrade 
and modernize their critical infrastructure so that they are safer, healthier and more reliable 
for all.” And Minister Bethlenfalvy said that “by nearly doubling our investment in the Ontario 
Community Infrastructure Fund, our government is supporting public safety, job creation 
and economic growth.” In the current climate of geopolitical uncertainty, tariffs and the 
resulting economic shocks and instability, the need to provide municipalities predictability 
and to preserve and enhance the economic activity and benefits provided by well-supported 
and well-maintained municipal infrastructure is as imperative as it was in 2021. 

We have also heard from our members on this matter. Municipalities outside of high-growth 
regions have expressed concern about the diminishing level of grant funding opportunities 
for municipalities trying to preserve the economic value of their existing infrastructure. 
Additionally, while growing municipalities have made significant efforts to emplace new, 
housing-enabling infrastructure, which has been rewarded through the Building Faster 
Fund, many of their state-of-good-repair capital plans remain underfunded. To maximize the 
economic potential of federal and provincial investment in infrastructure, all orders of 
government must work together to preserve service levels and the public value of existing 
infrastructure, and permanently doubling OCIF to $400 million/year will especially help small 
and rural municipalities preserve that economic foundation throughout Ontario. 

By adopting a Team Ontario approach during recent and ongoing economic challenges, we 
have seen how significant progress can be made when municipalities and the provincial 
government work together to achieve a common goal. Should you wish to follow up on this 
letter, please contact MFOA Executive Director, Donna Herridge (donna@mfoa.on.ca). 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Adam Found, Ph.D., PLE 
President and Chair 

cc. Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
cc. Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance 

2169 Queen Street East, 2nd Floor, Toronto, Ontario M4L 1J1   T: 416-362-9001  F: 416-362-9226 
www.mfoa.on.ca   www.oneinvestment.ca 

www.oneinvestment.ca
www.mfoa.on.ca
mailto:donna@mfoa.on.ca
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Township of Southgate Phone: 519-923-2110 
Administration Office Toll Free: 1-888-560-6607 
185667 Grey County Road 9, RR 1 Fax: 519-923-9262 
Dundalk, ON N0C 1B0 Web: www.southgate.ca 

September 17, 2026 

Re: Support - Town of Parry Sound – Request for Province to Establish 
Regulatory Framework for E-Scooters 

Please be advised that at its regular meeting held on September 16, 2026, Council of 
the Corporation of the Township of Southgate approved the following: 

No. 2026-346 
Moved By Deputy Mayor Dobreen 
Seconded By Councillor Shipston 

Be it resolved that Southgate Council receive for information the correspondence 
from the Town of Parry Sound regarding the establishment of a regularly framework 
to govern e-scooters; and 
That a copy of this resolution be circulated to the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), the Premier of 
Ontario, Doug Ford, the Minister of Transportation, Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, Bruce-
Grey Owen Sound MPP Paul Vickers, and Ontario municipalities. 

Carried 

If you have any questions, please contact our office at (519) 923-2110, ext 233. 

Sincerely, 

Holly Malynyk, Deputy Clerk 
Township of Southgate 

Encl: Town of Parry Sound – Request Province Establish Regulatory Framework for E-
scooters 

CC: 
AMO 
ROMA 
Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Hon. Steven MacKinnon, The Minister of Transportation 
Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, MPP, Parry Sound-Muskoka 
Paul Vickers, MPP, Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 
All 444 Municipalities in Ontario 

1 | P a g e 

http://www.southgate.ca/


THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL

NO. 2026 —

DIVISION LIST YES NO DATE: September 1, 2026

Councillor G.ASHFORD
Councillor J. BELESKEY
Councillor P. BORNEMAN
Councillor B. KEITH
Councillor D. McCANN SECONDED BY:
Councillor C. MCDONALD
Mayor J. McGA VEY

7
DEFEATED: Postponed to:CARRIED:

WHEREAS electric kick—style scooters (e-scooters) have become an increasingly popular
and affordable form oftransportation in Parry Sound and across Ontario; and

WHEREAS e—scooters can provide an accessible, low-emission transportation option
and help address transportation needs in communities such as Parry Sound that do not
have conventional public transit; and

WHEREAS Ontario’s current e—scooter pilot program places responsibility on individual
municipalities to determine how e-scooters may operate locally, creating administrative
and enforcement challenges, particularly for smaller municipalities with limited resources;
and

WHEREAS the continued use of a pilot framework has resulted in uncertainty and
inconsistent approaches to e—scooter regulation across the Province.

THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that the Council ofthe Town of Parry Sound requests
that the Province of Ontario establish a province-wide regulatory framework for e—
scooters that recognizes their unique operating characteristics, maintains appropriate
safety standards, and provides municipalities with authority to address local needs; and

FURTHER BE lT RESOLVED that the Town of Parry Sound requests the support of the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and the Rural Ontario Municipal
Association (ROMA) in advocating for a framework that reduces unnecessary
administrative and enforcement burdens on local municipalities; and

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be circulated to the Association
of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA), the
Premier of Ontario, Doug Ford, the Minister of Transportation, Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria,
Parry Sound—Muskoka MPP, Graydon Smith, and all cipalitie across Ontario.i
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Municipal Offices: 66 Charlotte Street  
Port Colborne, Ontario L3K 3C8 · www.portcolborne.ca 

T 905.228.8031 F 905.834.5746 
Legislative Services E charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca 

September 15, 2026 

Email: premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queens Park 

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Dear Honourable Doug Ford: 

Re: City of Port Colborne Supports the Township of Armour regarding Support for 

Sustainable and Predictable Operating funding for Ontario’s Public Libraries 

Please be advised that, at its meeting of September 8, 2026, the Council of The Corporation of 
the City of Port Colborne supported the resolution received from the Township of Armour 
regarding support for Sustainable and Predictable Operating funding for Ontario’s Public 
Libraries. 

The correspondence is attached for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Madden 
City Clerk 

ec: Zee Hamid, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming 
Jeff Burch, MPP for Niagara West 
Association of Municipalities in Ontario (AMO) 
Ontario Library Association (OLA) 
Federation of Ontario Public Libraries (FOPL) 
All Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
http://www.portcolborne.ca/
mailto:charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca
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Municipal Offices: 66 Charlotte Street  
Port Colborne, Ontario L3K 3C8 · www.portcolborne.ca 

T 905.228.8031 F 905.834.5746 
Legislative Services E charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca 

September 15, 2026 

Email: premier@ontario.ca 

The Honourable Doug Ford 

Premier of Ontario 

Legislative Building, Queens Park 

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Dear Honourable Doug Ford: 

Re: City of Port Colborne Supports the Town of Ingersoll regarding Review of OLT and 

Enhancing Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions 

Please be advised that, at its meeting of September 8, 2026, the Council of The Corporation of 
the City of Port Colborne supported the resolution received from the Town of Ingersoll regarding 
a Review of OLT and Enhancing Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions. 

The correspondence is attached for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Madden 
City Clerk 

ec: Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Jeff Burch, MPP for Niagara West 
Association of Municipalities in Ontario (AMO) 
All Ontario Municipalities 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
http://www.portcolborne.ca/
mailto:charlotte.madden@portcolborne.ca


 

  

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

    
 

 

August 13, 2026 

Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 

20 

Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Re: Town of Ingersoll Resolution - Review of OLT and Enhancing Deference to 
Municipal Planning Decisions 

Dear Premier Ford, 

Please be advised that at their regular meeting on August 10, 2026, Council of the 
Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll adopted the following resolution: 

Resolution # 2026-230 

Moved by Councillor Eus; seconded by Councillor Bowman 

THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Ingersoll receive the 
correspondence from the Town of the Blue Mountains regarding Review of OLT and 
Enhancing Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions; 

AND THAT Council support the resolution regarding Review of OLT and Enhancing 
Deference to Municipal Planning Decisions; 

AND THAT the resolution be forwarded to other municipalities in Ontario, Oxford 
MPP Ernie Hardeman, all relevant ministries, and the provincial government. 

CARRIED 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Kind regards, 

Julie Clayton 

Julie Clayton 
Deputy Clerk 

cc: Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Ernie Hardeman, Member of Provincial Parliament for Oxford 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All municipalities in Ontario 

130 Oxford St | Ingersoll Ontario N5C 2V5 | Tel: 519-485-0120 | Fax: 519-485-3542 | www.ingersoll.ca 

www.ingersoll.ca
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The Town of The Blue Mountains 
Council Meeting 

Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby 

Date: Monday, July 13, 2026 

Time: 6:16 PM 

Moved by: Councillor Hope 

Seconded by: Councillor Porter 

THAT Council of the Town of The Blue Mountains receives for information the June 25, 2026, correspondence 
from Kathryn Douglas, Supervisor, Legislative Services, Town of Whitby, and supports the June 22, 2026 Town of 
Whitby Council resolution regarding a Review of Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 
Planning Decisions; 

AND THAT Council directs staff to circulate this resolution of support to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Local Members of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities (AMO) 
and all Ontario Municipalities for consideration and support 

YES: 6 NO: 0 ABSENT: 1 

The motion is Carried 

YES: 6 

Deputy Mayor Bordignon Councillor Ardiel Councillor Hope Councillor Maxwell 
Councillor McKinlay Councillor Porter 

NO: 0 

ABSENT: 1 

Mayor Matrosovs 
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Town of Whitby 
575 Rossland Road East, 
Whitby, ON L1N 2M8 
905.430.4300 
whitby.ca 

June 25, 2026 

Via Email 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
premier@ontario.ca 

Re: Review of the Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to Municipal 
Planning Decisions 

Please be advised that at its meeting held on June 22, 2026, the Council of the Town of 
Whitby adopted the following as Resolution # 166-26: 

Whereas local councils are elected by residents to make planning decisions that 
reflect the needs and priorities of their communities; 

Whereas municipalities rely on extensive public consultation, professional 
planning advice, engineering studies, and technical reports when making land-
use decisions; 

Whereas the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) has the authority to overturn municipal 
planning decisions, often requiring municipalities to spend significant taxpayer 
dollars defending decisions that have already undergone a thorough local review 
process; 

Whereas lengthy and costly appeals can delay housing projects, consume 
municipal resources, and reduce the ability of municipalities to focus on 
delivering services to residents; and, 

Whereas local governments should have greater certainty and authority when 
decisions are consistent with approved Official Plans, provincial policies, and 
sound planning principles. 

Now Therefore be it Resolved: 

1. That the Government of Ontario be requested to review the role and 
mandate of the Ontario Land Tribunal to ensure greater respect for 
municipal planning decisions that are supported by evidence, public 
consultation, and approved planning policies; 

mailto:premier@ontario.ca
https://whitby.ca
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September 18, 2026 

Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 

Dear Mr. Premier, 

RE: Council motion passed September 15, 2026 

Please be advised that on September 15, 2026, during a City Council 
meeting, Guelph City Council passed the following resolution in regard to a 
Review of the Ontario Land Tribunal and Enhancing Deference to 
Municipal Planning Decisions 

Moved By: Councillor Downer 
Seconded By: Councillor Caton 

1. That the Government of Ontario be requested to review the role and 
mandate of the Ontario Land Tribunal to ensure greater respect for 
municipal planning decisions that are supported by evidence, public 
consultation, and approved planning policies. 

2. That the Province consider amendments to the Planning Act and Ontario 

Land Tribunal Act to provide stronger deference to municipal decisions 
that align with provincial planning frameworks and Official Plans. 

3. That the Province improve transparency and accountability within the 

Ontario Land Tribunal by requiring clear and detailed reasoning when 

municipal decisions are overturned. 

4. That the Province explore measures to reduce the financial burden on 

municipalities defending planning decisions before the OLT, helping to 

protect taxpayer dollars and improve the efficiency of the planning process. 

5. That staff be directed to circulate this resolution to the Premier of Ontario, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Local Members of 
Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), 
and all Ontario municipalities for consideration and support. 

Carried 

Dylan McMahon, General Manager, City Clerk’s 
Office/City Clerk Corporate Services, City Clerk’s 
Office 

T 519-822-1260 x 2811 
E dylan.mcmahon@guelph.ca 

City Hall 
1 Carden St 
Guelph, ON 

Canada 
N1H 3A1 

T 519-822-1260 
TTY 519-826-9771 

guelph.ca 

https://guelph.ca
mailto:dylan.mcmahon@guelph.ca
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Copy: 
Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing 
Mike Schreiner, MPP for Guelph 
Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario 
Municipalities of Ontario 
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The Corporation of the Town of Aylmer 
46 Talbot Street West, Aylmer, Ontario N5H 1J7 

Office: 519-773-3164 Fax: 519-765-1446 
www.aylmer.ca 

September 22, 2026 

Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 

Delivered via email: premier@ontario.ca 

Re: Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax 

Dear Premier Ford, 

Please be advised that at their Regular Meeting on September 16, 2026, Council of the Town 
of Aylmer adopted the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 200-26 

Moved by Councillor Desrosiers and seconded by Councillor Rauhe: 

That the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Aylmer receive the correspondence 
from the Town of Ingersoll, Town of Plympton-Wyoming, and Prince Edward County 
regarding Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax; and, 

That Council support the resolution regarding Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax; and, 

That the resolution be forwarded to other municipalities in Ontario, Elgin-Middlesex-
London MPP and Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Hon. Rob Flack, all 
relevant ministries and the provincial government. 

CARRIED 

Regards, 

Owen Jaggard 
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk 

Cc: Hon. Rob Flack, Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Andrew Lawton, Member of Parliament for Elgin-St. Thomas-London South 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
All municipalities in Ontario 

http://www.aylmer.ca/
mailto:premier@ontario.ca
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  | www.thecounty.ca 

May 18, 2026 

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 12, 2026 the following 
resolution regarding exploring the feasibility of a Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax was 
carried. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-207 

DATE: May 12, 2026 

MOVED BY: Councillor Braney 

SECONDED BY: Councillor Engelsdorfer 

WHEREAS the vitality of Prince Edward County's main streets is essential to the economic, 
social, and cultural health of our community; 

WHEREAS there are numerous long-term vacant commercial storefronts, which detracts 
from the character of the community, reduces pedestrian traffic, discourages business 
investment, and negatively impacts the viability of surrounding small businesses; 

WHEREAS the current Municipal Act, 2001 does not provide municipalities with the explicit 
legal authority to implement a "Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax," although other 
jurisdictions are actively advocating for such tools to address similar challenges; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Council of the Corporation of the County 
of Prince Edward: 

1. THAT staff be directed to report back to Council on the feasibility of implementing a 
Vacant Commercial Storefront Tax, including an analysis of the necessary provincial 
legislative changes required, recommendations for stakeholder consultation, and to 
concurrently explore potential enforceable mechanisms available under current 
legislation; 

2. THAT the Council of the Corporation of the County of Prince Edward hereby 
requests that the Government of Ontario amend the Municipal Act, 2001 to grant 
Ontario municipalities the permissive authority to implement a "Vacant Commercial 
Storefront Tax" or similar levy to encourage the productive use of long-term vacant 
retail properties; 

3. THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, 
the Premier of Ontario, and the Member of Provincial Parliament representing the 
Corporation of the County of Prince Edward for their immediate consideration; and 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca
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From the Office of the Clerk 

The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward 

T: 613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727 

clerks@pecounty.on.ca  | www.thecounty.ca 

4. THAT this resolution be forwarded to all 444 Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO) for their endorsement and advocacy. 

CARRIED 

Yours truly, 

Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK 

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Braney, Councillor Engelsdorfer 

mailto:clerks@pecounty.on.ca%20%20|%20%20www.thecounty.ca


 

 

 
 

  
 

  
    

  
 

   
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 
  

  
  

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

September 22, 2026 

Via Email 

29 

The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health, Province of Ontario 
The Honourable Marjorie Michel, Minister of Health, Government of Canada 
The Honourable Jill Dunlop, Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Response and 
MPP for Simcoe North 
Adam Chambers, MP for Simcoe North 

Re: Support for Continued Research, Clinical Guidance, and Access to Care for 
Individuals Experiencing Persistent Lyme-Related Illness 

At its meeting held on September 14, 2026, the Council of the Township of Ramara 
adopted the following resolution regarding persistent Lyme-related illness and access to 
care. Council respectfully requests your consideration and support of this resolution. 

Resolution Number CR.221.2026 
Moved by Jennifer Fisher 
Seconded by Joe Gough 

WHEREAS Lyme disease is a growing public health concern in Ontario and 
across Canada due to the expanding range of tick populations and increasing 
incidence of tick-borne illnesses; 

AND WHEREAS early diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease are essential to 
reducing the risk of long-term health complications; 

AND WHEREAS some individuals continue to experience persistent, debilitating 
symptoms following recommended treatment for Lyme disease, significantly 
affecting their quality of life, ability to work, and overall well-being; 

AND WHEREAS Lyme disease is recognized and insured under the Ontario 
Health Insurance Plan (OHIP), but Canada has not adopted a nationally 
accepted clinical definition of "chronic Lyme disease," and current Canadian 
clinical guidance instead recognizes Post-Treatment Lyme Disease Syndrome 
(PTLDS); 

AND WHEREAS the absence of a nationally accepted definition for persistent 
Lyme-related illness may contribute to inconsistencies in diagnosis, treatment 
options, physician education, access to care, and publicly funded services for 
affected patients; 

AND WHEREAS municipalities have an interest in advocating for equitable 
access to healthcare services that improve the health and well-being of their 
residents; 

www.ramara.ca 

www.ramara.ca
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of 
Ramara calls upon the Province of Ontario and the Government of Canada to 
collaborate with medical experts, researchers, healthcare providers, and patient 
representatives to: 

• Continue research into persistent symptoms following Lyme disease and 
emerging evidence related to long-term outcomes; 

• Review existing clinical guidance as new scientific evidence becomes 
available; 

• Enhance physician education and awareness regarding the diagnosis and 
management of patients experiencing persistent Lyme-related symptoms; 

• Improve access to multidisciplinary assessment and care for individuals 
experiencing ongoing symptoms following Lyme disease; and 

• Review current funding policies and access to medically necessary 
diagnostics and treatments, where supported by emerging evidence and 
best clinical practice; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Council requests the Province of Ontario 
advocate to the Government of Canada for continued national leadership in 
developing evidence-informed guidance on persistent Lyme-related illness; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to 
request support from: 

• Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health, Province of Ontario; 
• Marjorie Michel, Minister of Health, Government of Canada; 
• Public Health Agency of Canada; 
• Association of Municipalities of Ontario; 
• Rural Ontario Municipal Association; 
• Jill Dunlop, Minister of Emergency Preparedness and Response and MPP 

for Simcoe North; 
• Adam Chambers, MP for Simcoe North; and 
• All Ontario municipalities. 

CARRIED. 

The Township of Ramara respectfully requests your support for this resolution. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nate Harrington 
Assistant Clerk 

www.ramara.ca 

www.ramara.ca
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Cc. Public Health Agency of Canada 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 

Bcc. All Ontario Municipalities 

www.ramara.ca 

www.ramara.ca
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Emily Thomas-Hopkins
Legislative Coordinator 
Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive 
P.O. Box 328 Station Main 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 
Email: ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca 
Tel: 905-953-5300 x2210 
Fax:  905-953-5100 

September 25, 2026 

Sent to: 

Dear Roger Falconer, 

RE: Proclamation Request – October 1, 2026 – National Seniors Day 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will proclaim October 1, 2026 as National Seniors Day. Approved 

proclamations, lighting requests, and community flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. 

Approved lighting and community flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through 

the Town’s social media. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Yours sincerely, 

Emily Thomas-Hopkins 

Legislative Coordinator 

mailto:ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca
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September 25, 2026 

Sent to: 

Dear Roger Falconer: 

RE: Proclamation Request – October 1, 2026 – National Seniors Day 

On behalf of the Town of Newmarket Council I am pleased to recognize October 1, 2026 

as National Seniors Day. 

Thank you for submitting your request and for your contributions to the community. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Taylor 
Mayor 

Office of the Mayor I Town of Newmarket I 395 Mulock Drive I PO Box 328 STN Main I Newmarket, 
ON I L3Y 4X7 

Phone. 905-953-5300 x.2000 I Fax. 905-953-5102 I Email: jtaylor@newmarket.ca 

mailto:jtaylor@newmarket.ca
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Emily Thomas-Hopkins
Legislative Coordinator 
Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive 
P.O. Box 328 Station Main 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 
Email: ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca 
Tel: 905-953-5300 x2210 
Fax:  905-953-5100 

September 25, 2026 

Sent to: daniela@inflamedbrain.org 

Dear Daniela Burgoa: 

RE: Lighting Request – October 9, 2026 – World PANS PANDA Awareness Day 

I am writing to advise that your lighting request has been approved in accordance with the Council-

approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the Town of 

Newmarket will illuminate the Riverwalk Commons and Fred A. Lundy Bridge located on Water 

Street in green on October 9, 2026 to recognize World PANS PANDA Awareness Day. Please 

note that the lighting will occur from sunset until 11:00 PM. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Yours sincerely, 

Emily Thomas-Hopkins 

Legislative Coordinator 

mailto:daniela@inflamedbrain.org
https://www.newmarket.ca/TownGovernment/Documents/Proclamation%20Lighting%20and%20Community%20Flag%20Raising%20Policy_V004.pdf
mailto:ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca
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September 25, 2026 

Sent to: 

Dear Raj Khanuja: 

RE: Proclamation Request – October 10, 2026 – National Dental Care Day 

On behalf of the Town of Newmarket Council I am pleased to recognize October 10, 2026 

as National Dental Care Day. 

Thank you for submitting your request and for your contributions to the community. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Taylor 
Mayor 

Office of the Mayor I Town of Newmarket I 395 Mulock Drive I PO Box 328 STN Main I Newmarket, 
ON I L3Y 4X7 

Phone. 905-953-5300 x.2000 I Fax. 905-953-5102 I Email: jtaylor@newmarket.ca 

mailto:jtaylor@newmarket.ca
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Emily Thomas-Hopkins
Legislative Coordinator 
Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive 
P.O. Box 328 Station Main 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 
Email: ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca 
Tel: 905-953-5300 x2210 
Fax:  905-953-5100 

September 25, 2026 

Sent to: 

Dear Raj Khanuja: 

RE: Proclamation Request – October 10, 2026 – National Dental Care Day 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will proclaim October 10, 2026 as National Dental Care Day. Approved 

proclamations, lighting requests, and community flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. 

Approved lighting and community flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through 

the Town’s social media. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Yours sincerely, 

Emily Thomas-Hopkins 

Legislative Coordinator 

mailto:ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca
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Emily Thomas-Hopkins
Legislative Coordinator 
Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive 
P.O. Box 328 Station Main 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 
Email: ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca 
Tel: 905-953-5300 x2210 
Fax:  905-953-5100 

September 25, 2026 

Sent to: 

Dear Bill Docherty: 

RE: Proclamation and Flag Raising Request – October 14, 2026 – PROBUS Month 

I am writing to advise that your proclamation request has been approved in accordance with the 

Council-approved Proclamation, Lighting Request and Community Flag Raising Policy, and the 

Town of Newmarket will proclaim October 14, 2026 as PROBUS Month. Approved proclamations, 

lighting requests, and community flag raisings will be listed on the Town’s website. Approved 

lighting and community flag raisings will also be communicated to the public through the Town’s 

social media. 

In addition, the community flag pole located at the Newmarket Municipal Offices (395 Mulock 

Drive) will fly your flag from October 14 to 31, 2026 to recognize PROBUS Month. Please note 

that the flag must be dropped off at the Town of Newmarket Municipal Offices by 4:00 PM on 

October 9, 2026 ATTN: Facilities Services. Alternatively, you can leave it in the drop off box at 

the front of the building after 4:00 PM. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact the undersigned. 

Yours sincerely, 

Emily Thomas-Hopkins 

Legislative Coordinator 

mailto:ethomashopkins@newmarket.ca
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